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INTRODUCTION 
 

In February 2003 I was lucky enough to see a family party of Common Crane - Grus grus in 

stubble fields at Tortworth. The group consisted of two adults and three sub adults that  

were present in the area from February 25th until March 2nd 2003.  

 

 
 

Common Crane  - Grus grus | © Paul Bowerman  

 

In conversation with several local birders on site I wondered if any of them had any idea 

how many previous records of Common Crane there had been in S. Gloucestershire , 

unsurprisingly none did. How to find out? Who m could I contact for information or whic h 

publications were available to reference?  

 

After several days of research I came to the conclusion that gathering the information I 

was seeking might not be as straightforward as I õd initially thought . 

 

ôSurfingõ the ôinterweb õ lead me in the direction o f the c ounty bird recorder and several 

publications that includ ed;  The Avon Bird Report s and The Proceedings of the Bristol 

Naturalistsõ Society.   

 

So first stop the county recorder. After a conversation with the then incumbent it was clear 

that the kind of information I was hoping to get was not as readily available as one might 

assume. It would mean painstakingly poring over all of the historical reports just to isolate 

that one snippet! However I did come away with an overwhelming urge to find out and a  

large pile of ôoldõ reports! 

 

Trying another tack I found that The Proceedings of the Bristol Naturalistsõ Society were 

available online via The Biodiversity Heritage Library  and i ndeed it was possible to access 

all of the ir publications from Volume 1 published in 1862  right through to 1999 . I also found 

that they contained information relating to S. Gloucestershire from as far back as 1824!  It 

was then that I realised the enormity of the taské and just how difficult it was to easily 

access the information I was looking for.  Incidentally  I did find out, whilst perusing those 

publications, that the Tormarton Common Cranes were in fact the second record of this 

species to be recorded in S. Gloucestershire. The first was a report  of two birds seen over 

Severn Beach on January 3rd 2000 where they were seen in flight heading low eastwards 

and watched heading inland and lost to view.  
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Caught up in the fascination of historical birding information from S. Gloucestershire I soon 

became captivated by the whole process. The thought of folks looking for, finding and 

recording bird information way back in the early 19th century and treading some of the 

very same footsteps myself had me ôhookedõ. To think (for example) I could watch a 

Water P ipit on Severn side from the very spot where someone could well have seen the 

same thing over two -hundred years before was absolutely gripping!  

 

What would be useful though would be the a bility to be able to access information 

relating to rare, scarce and ôunusual birding eventsõ in S. Gloucestershire easily and where 

the reader could rely on the relative accuracy of the information. I could see no easy way 

around the problem, information needed to be collated and laid out in a resource that 

anyone could use.  

 

So, after nearly two years of research the plan finally came  to fruition with the launch in 

November 2005 of  TBOSG - The Birds Of South Gloucestershire!  

 

 
www.thebirdsofsouthgloucestershire.co.uk  

http://www.thebirdsofsouthgloucestershire.co.uk/
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Research involved (and still does) a tremendous amount of trawling through a number of 

publications (the aforementioned Reports  an Proceedings ), the exte nsive and meticulous 

notes of Howard H Davis a loc al naturalist and ornithologist  (who incidentally , was the 

founder member of Slimbridge Wildfowl Trust, president of the Bristol Naturalists õ Society 

and farmed at Little Stoke in South Gloucestershire unti l 1957) numerous books, months of 

contacting local birders and endless hours of sifting through information on the interweb!  

 

My primary objective was to provide a point of reference with easy access to information 

about rare, scarce and unusual bird sight ings, both full species and forms, seen in ôS. Glosõ 

to anyone from the back garden birdwatcher with a mild interest in local birdwatching to 

the avid ôbirderõ and yes even the odd ôtwitcherõ. 

 

It is by no means authoritative nor exhaustive but it doeõs I feel capture the essence of 

ômodern birdingõ in this extremely important region of the UK. It also, I feel, highlights some 

of the changing trends in birds seen across the recording area  over the decades . 

 

South Gloucestershire  
 

 
 

Source  | © Crown copyright and database right, CC BY -SA 3.0, 

 

History 
 

S. Gloucestershire is a unitary authority area in South West England. It comprises multiple 

suburban areas to the north and east of Bristol as well as a large rural area . It was formed 

in 1996 from the northern section of (CUBA) the county that used to be Avon, which was 

abolished at that time.  

 

S. Gloucestershire was given its name for historic reasons, but as a unitary authority it is not 

administered as part of the shire county of Gloucestershire. It is, however, part of the 

ceremonial county of Gloucestershire, which means it shares its Lord Lieutenant (the 

Sovereign's representative to the county) with Gloucestershire.  
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Because of its history as part of the 

county of CUBA, S. Glou cestershire 

works closely with the other unitary 

authorities that took over when that 

county was abolished, together with 

co -operation in planning strategy for 

transport, roads and housing.  

 

Prior to the implementation of the Local 

Government Act 1972 on 1  April 1974, 

the area that now forms South 

Gloucestershire formed part of the shire 

county of Gloucestershire  comprising 

the urban districts of Kingswood 

(operational base of TBOSG) and 

Mangotsfield and the Rural Districts of 

Warmley, Sodbury and Thornbury . 

 

 
Source  | © Open  Street Map  

 

However, under the terms of that act, the area was removed from Gloucestershire, and 

became part of CUBA, forming the districts of Kingswood and Northavon.  The geographic 

area known as S . Gloucestershire should not be confused  with Southern Gloucestershire.  

 

Geography  
 

The River Severn forms the north -western boundary o f S. Gloucestershire , with a wide 

coastal plain terminated by an escarpment. East of this is the Frome Valley drainage area , 

further east is The Cotswold s Escarpment running roughly north -south, passing between 

Yate , Chipping Sodbury and west of Pucklechurch. The Cotswolds Escarpment forms the 

eastern boundary . 

 

Earliest record for S. Gloucestershire  
 

It is clear that birds have been watched in the region for many hundreds if not thousands 

of years but our earliest documented reference to rare and scarce birds in the recording 

area comes from as recently, relatively speaking, as 1824.  

 

It was in fact Storm Petrel  - Hydrobates pelagicus  and the entry readsé 

 

é ôOne was identified on October 31st 1824 near Alveston following the violent gale of All 

Hallows Eveõ... 
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Storm Petrel - Hydrobates pelagicus  |  © Dan White  

 

This outstanding shot was taken from Severn Beach after some more recent ôviolentõ gales ; 

nevertheless, and if the observer can weather the storms, is one of the best places, 

certainly in our region, to see this species  at close range . 

 

It has subsequently been recorded in every month except March and peaked at around 

thirty (30) on June 9th 2012 at Severn Beach.  

 

Birdwatching in S. Gloucestershire  

 

There are several ôhotspotsõ for birdwatchers in S. Gloucestershire and as alluded to above 

Severn Beach  - ôSevernsideõ and indeed the Severn Estuary is considered to be the premier 

site in the reg ion.  

 

Other ôhotspotsõ are Oldbury Power Station and inland , on the eastern boundary , 

Marshfield.  

 

Severnside  
 

The Severn Estuary and the R. Severn, is the longest river in the UK  and is the confluence of ; 

the Severn, Wye, Usk and Avon. Its tidal range is approximately 15 metres and is the 

second highest tidal range in the world. The world's largest tidal range (16.3 metres) occurs 

in the Bay of Fundy, Canada . 

 

This tidal range results in the estuary havin g one of the most extensive intertidal wildlife 

habitats in the UK, comprising mudflats, sandflats, rocky platforms and islands. These form a 

basis for plant and animal communities typical of extreme physical conditions of liquid 

mud and tidal sweep of san d and rock.  

 

The estuary is recognised as a wetland area of international importance and is designated 

as a Ramsar site. It is also recognised as a Special Protection Area (SPA) under EC Directive 

on the conservation of wild birds. The estuary also is reco gnised as a Special Area of 

Conservation (SAC) under the EU Habitats Directive.  


