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INTRODUCTION

PALLIDHARRIER Circus macrourgshe first record for S. Glos

On Tuesday April 12th 2016 around 13:00 after a fairly fruitless morning trawl of the Shire
Valley at Marshfield it was time to head back to the car and check out the top fields. Back at
the car, paked at Shirehill Bridge, a raptor wheeled over and my immediate thought was
‘another' Common Buzzard but | could see immediately that it wasn't! On raising my 'bins'
to view | could clearly see 'harrier' and less than 50 metres above me. Overcast skigs an
the threat of rain weren't the best viewing conditions so the bird was showing mostly as a
silhouette but quite clearly a harrier.

I'm thinking probably Hen from the 'bulky' broadwinged look. Luckily I had my camera to
hand and cracked off a dozen or sehots before it wheeled away nortkeast across the
valley to be lost to view towards Drifton Hill, Wiltshire. It was on show as it circled across
the valley for less than five minutes.

"'-.__1 S. Glos/ /

b Wilts
‘%_ Boundary

| Pallid Hary(er Direction | |I |

The Marshfield Pallid Harrier route and direction (southiest to north-east) with circles indicating thermalling.
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Back at the car | took a cursory look at the photos to see said harrier shots in silhouette as
expected but what was unexpected was that the bird was only showing four primary
fingers'. %1 EI ET AOETOC (-AIOIOEAQOA AOAA 11 EEUiihged ADDA
appearance | was left with either a moulting adult Hen Harrier or something else?

Back at home | 'lighten' some of the images to check for detail when it became clear that
the bird was not in moultand appeared to be an immature. Further checks on the wings
show no primaries missing and four primary ‘fingers' clearly visible thus showing several
plumage characteristics that suggest Pallid Harrier.

Martyn Hayes

)y OAT O OEA bElI§ud énd Adse frletdDFkE MdZse who on seeing them

suggested | get a second opinion as the bird was clearly an immature, not in moult and
showing just four primary fingers. | subsequently sent the images to John Martin Avon
county recorder whose repy is shown below.
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‘Blimey. Well that's a decent set of pics so well done. It's in its second calendar year with
juvenile primaries and the wing formula is wrong for Hen, with four (or three at the wing
tip) fingers and shows it's either Montagu's or Pallid

Then it gets tricky- you said you had done some processing to the images so some of the
things that could be features of one or the other of these two could possibly be artefacts of
the processing. I'm guessing the original was a bit silhouetted anduxe had to bring up
the shadows a lot.

To me it does look relatively broad winged (so | can see why you thought Hen), which fits
Pallid better. The primary pattern of apparent pale tipped primaries with no blackish trailing
edge along the inners and nodidly dark tip to the outer's favours Pallid. Most Montagu's
have dark primary tips including much of the fingers and a dark trailing edge along the
inners. In addition the barring seems to be concentrated around the middle of the feathers,
again pro Palt.

It does seem to show a narrow pale collar, which is pro Pallid but the big thing that is
OO0OAT T U T AOET OO I1 EOOGATEIA 0AT1EABO EO OE?X
Monty's.

| think the wing formula also supports Pallid with theip of p10 falling between 5 & 6 rather
than at the tip of 6. So it's either a Pallid with a very poor boa or a Monty's with a more
Palliclike primary pattern and pale collar.

| think it's worth sending it to someone who sees a lot more of these than b e.g. Dick
Forsman. If you do then you should also send the unprocessed images as well, so it's a bit
easier to tease out which of the features, if any, are artefacts. I'd favour Pallid but am
bothered by the weakness of the boa and would value a secongliion.

The images were forwarded to Dick Forsman whose reply is shown below.

Definitely a 2nd alendar year Pallid Harrier and for exactly the reasons mentioned in the
accompanying letter. The darkness of the boa varies individually, and some birds staow
it rather light and streaked rather than uniformly dark.

The most reliable i.dfeatures are found in the underwing (and mentioned in John's letter),
and this bird shows all of the important features of a juvenile Pallid. Even the very light and
plain underbody and underwing coverts speak for Pallid, as most juvenile Montagu's would
by now have moulted a variable part of these, showing a much more streaky plumage.
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Below are my observations regarding the wing formula plus some additional photos taken
at the time.

Left and right wing profile of the Marshfield Pallid Harrier. Martyn Hayes.

A decision onthe submission of record was receive from The British Birds Rarities
Committee on November 5th 2016 and is shown below.

Ref No 6347.1- Accepted Pallid Harrier 12pr-16 Shirehill Bridge, Shire Valleyvon/
Wiltshire.

TBOSGS. Gloucestershirépril 2016



S. Glos Diary 28 (Abridged)

JANUARY

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

BLACK REDSTART: A female/ 1st winter at
Oldbury Power Station. COLLARED DOVE:
At least sixty at WestLittleton. JACK
SNIPE: Three at Yate, one at Oldbury
Power Station. WATER PIPIT: At least two
on Northwick Warth

AVOCET: Eight near Thornbury Sailing
Club. WATER PIPIT: Five on Northwick
Warth.

Pete Hazelwood

LITTLE GULL: An adult ovePilning
Wetland.

FIRECREST: One from Ableton Lane,
Severn Beach. JACK SNIPE: One at Aust
Warth.

TBOSG

7th

8th

9th

10th
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WATER PIPIT: Two on Northwick Warth.

FIRECREST: One at Orchard Pools, Severn
Beach. JACK SNIPE: One from Aust
Warth. WATER PIPIT: Four on Northwick
Warth.

JACK SNIPE: One on Litkn Warth.
WATER PIPIT: At least five on Northwick
Warth. Wood Duck: Adult winter male on
Winterbourne Pond.

Katie Horrocks

BLACK REDSTART: A 1st winter/ female at
Oldbury  Power  Station. CETTI'S
WARBLER: One at Orchard Pools, Severn
Beach. EGYPAN GOOSE: Two in flooded
fields along the R. Avon at Willsbridge
Winter Wetlands SLAVONIAN GREBE:
One on Butts Pool, Pilning Wetland.

5th

6th

FIRECREST: One from Ableton Lane,
Severn Beach. GOOSANDER: Three
drakes on the R. Avon at Keynsham Weir.
LITTLE EGRET: Nine at OldbuPpwer
Station.

SHORIEARED OWL: One from Aust
Warth.

11th

BLACK REDSTART: A 1st winter/ female at
Oldbury Power Station GOOSANDER:
Two drakes around Portavon Marina
Keynsham Weir. SLAVONIAN GREBE: On
Butts Pool, Pilning Wetland. WATER
PIPIT: Two on Northwick Warth.



12th BLACK REDSTART: A 1st winter/ female at
Oldbury Power Station. SLAVONIAN
GREBE: On Pilning Wetland. WATER PIPIT:
Three on NorthwickWarth.

17th
18th
20th
Isaul Bdwerman
13th CETTI'S WARBLER: One on Pilning 22nd
Wetland. JACK SNIPE: One at Severn
Beach. WATER PIPIT: Three on Northwick
Warth.

23rd
TBOSG
15th MEDITERRANEAN GULL: A winter adult at
Marshfield Farm, Pennsylvania. WATER
PIPIT: Two orPilning Wetland. 24th
16th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two from Lagoon Il at 28th

Oldbury Power Station. GREAT WHITE

EGRET: Onéying south-west of Lagoon

11, Oldbury Power Station 20th
MEDITERRANEAN GULL: A 1st at
Marshfield Farm, PennsylvaniaWATER

PIPIT: One at Thornbury Ykt Club with 30th
two at New Passage/ brthwick Warth/

Pilning Wetland.
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TBOSG

PURPLE SANDPIPER: One south of
Severn Beach in 'The Pipes' area. WATER
PIPIT: Three in the New Passage/
Northwick Warth/ Pilning Wetland.

PURPLE SANDPIPER: One southf
Severn Beach in 'The Pipes' area.

JACK SNIPE: One south of Severn Beach
in 'The Pipes' area with another on Aust
Warth.

WATER PIPIT: Three on Northwick Warth.

Paul Bowerman

BARN OWL: One on Inglestone Common,
Wickwar. WATER PIPITOne at Oldbury
Power Station and three on Nghwick
Warth.

WATER PIPITwo on Northwick Warth.

WATER PIPITOne in the Northwick
Warth/ Pilning Wetland area.

MEDITERRANEAN GULL: A winter adult
on Pilning Wetland.

BARN OWL:Two from Monarch's Way
between Bitton and Keynsham LITTLE
GULL: A 1st winter over the estuary at



Oldbury Power Station SKUASPP One
flew south past Severn View Farm
possibly into S. Glos waters.

31st GREAT SKUA: Onever the Second
Severn Crossingow ards New Passage.

FEBRUARY

1st GANNET: One from New Passage.
KITTIWAKE: ¢.300 roosted on the estuary
off Oldbury Power Station.

2nd RED KITE: One near the M4 at
Pucklechurch.

3rd LINNET: ¢.800 in the Rushmead Farm
area at Marshfield

7th MANDARIN:Eight from Tortworth Court

8th

9th

Lake, Tortworth.

10th

11th

Dan White

STORM PETREL: One on the estuary from
Oldbury Power Station.

BLACKREDSTART: Two female/ immature
at Oldbury Power Station CETTI'S
WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power
Station. EGYPTIAN GOOSE: Two in
flooded fields at Willsbridge Winter
Wetlands WATER PIPIT: Fiveon

Northwick ~ Warth. YELLOW.EGGED 12th
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GULL: A winter adult along the R. Avon at
Willsbridge Winter Wetlands

Matt Plenty

TBOSG

BLACK REDSTART: CateOldbury Power
Station. SHORTEARED OWL: One from
Aust Warth  WATER PIPIT: Five on
Northwick Warth.

JACK SNIPE: Threfom Aust Warth.
LITTLE EGRETIwelve on Northwick
Warth. MEDITERRANEAN GULL: An adult
on Aust Warth SHORTEARED OWL: One
at Aust Warth WATER HRIT: Four on
Northwick Warth.

Dan White

WATER PIPIT: Three on Northwick Warth.
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14th BLACK REDSTART: A female/ 1st winter at
Oldbury Power Station. COMMON SNIPE:
248 at Oldbury Power Station. JACK
SNIPE: Four from Lagoon I, Oldbury
Power Station. MEDITERRANEAN GULL:
An adult The Codrington Arms,
Codrington. SHOREEARED OWL: One
from Lagoon II, Oldbury Power Station.
WATER PIPIT: One on Northwick Warth.

22nd

23rd

P T TRy T

24th

R 25th
Paul Bowerman
26th

16th JACK SNIPE: One from Aust Warth.

18th JACK SNIPE: Ondrom Aust Warth.
SHORTEARED OWL: One over Aust 27th
Warth. WATER PIPIT: Twon Northwick
Warth.

20th LITTLE EGRET: Twenty at Littleton Brick
Pits, Littleton-upon-Severn. WATER PIPIT:
Three on Northwick Warth.

Thomas McClung

Mark Dowie

BLACKREDSTART: A female/ 1st winter at
Oldbury Power Station CONTINENTAL
CORMORANT: An adult at Willsbridge
Winter Wetlands.

COMMON CRANE: Three over Oldbury
Power Station the same three from
Severn Beach. WATER PIPIT: One on
Northwick Warth.

CETTS WARBLER: One from Orchard
Pools, Severn Beach. SHOEARRED OWL:
One from Lagoon l1lI, Oldbury Power
Station.

WATER PIPIT: Three on Northwick Warth.

CETTI'S WARBLER: Two near The Lake,
Oldbury Power Station. WATER PIPIT:
One on Littleton Wath.

EGYPTIAN GOOSE: One on the R. Avon at
Keynsham. RED KITE: Two over
Hawkesbury Upton another over the M4/
M32. WATER PIPIT: Onen Northwick
Warth.

Dan White



28th

29th

MARCH

4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

10th

RED KITE: One over Easter Compton.

LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER: One

heard from Abbey Wood, FiltonSTONE
CURLEW: Wholly unconfirmed report of
one seen in late February on Chipping
Sodbury Common.

RED KITE: One over Northwick Warth
with the same or another over Pilning
Wetland, another over south of Lagoon
I, Oldbury Power Station.

WATER PIPIT: Two on Northwick Warth.

JACK SNIPE: One on Littleton Warth.

LITTLE EGRET: Eighteen at Parkhill Farm,
Thornbury. WATER PIPIT: Two on

Northwick Warth.

SHORTEARED OWL: @ at Aust Warth
LITTLE EGHT: Fifteen at Parkhill Farm,

Thornbury. WATER PIPIT:Two on
Northwick Warth.

JACK SNIPE: One at Aust Warth. SHORT
EARED OWL: Two from Aust Warth

11th

12th

Paul Bowerman

AVOCET: One from Northwick and Aust
Warth's. JACK SNIPE: Four at Oldbury
Power Station. SHOREARED OWL: One
at Oldbury Power Station. WATER PIPIT:
Three on Northwick Warth.

SMEW: A 'redhead' on Chipping Sodbury
Common fishing pool.

13th

14th

15th

16th
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Paul Bowerman

Dan White

BLACK REDSTART: A female/ 1st winter
male at Oldbury PoweStation.

MARSH HARRIER: An immature bird over
Pilning Wetland. RED KITE: Three,

possibly four; two over Pilning Wetland
and Northwick Warth, one over Aust
sheep fields one at Shepperdine. WATER
PIPIT: Three on Northwick Warth.
WOODLARK: One possiblthis species
south of Severn Beach.

Paul Bowerman

CETTI'S WARBLER: One heard at Orchard
Pools, Severn Beach. COMMON CRANE:
Three over Thornbury. RED KITE: One
over Pilning Wetland, New Passage.

MANDARIN: A male and female on a
small pond by the R. Frome at Old
Sodbury. WATER PIPIT: Twan Pilning
Wetland.



17th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Orchard Pools, 25th
Severn Beach. COMMON CRANE: Two
over Pilning Wetland. MANDARIN: Three

at Old Sodbury 26th
18th MANDARIN:  Four from Dodington.

WATER PIPIT: One on Northwick Warth 27th
20th AVOCET: One at New Passag&/ATER

PIPIT: One on Northwick Warth

Paul Bowerman 28th

21st RED KITE: One over Chipping Sodbury
Common.
22nd LITTLE RINGED PLOVER: One on Pilning

Wetland. SCANDINAVIAN ROCK PIPIT:
One in fields between Lagoon Il and
Thornbury Sailing Club. WATER PIPIT: Five
on Northwick Warth.

29th

30th

Pete Hazelwood

23rd CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Orchard
Pools, Severn Beach. COMMON
CROSSBILL: Fivaver New PassagePIED
WAGTAL: Over 300 on Western
Approaches Park, Severn BeacWATER
PIPIT:One on Pilning Wetland

24th WATER PIPIOne on Pilning Weland.

Page|13

WATER PIPIT: Two in the Northwick
Warth/ Pilning Wetland eea.

WATER PIPIT: Two in the Northwick
Warth/ Pilning Wetland area.

WATER PIPIT: Threm Northwick Warth.
SMEW: A®edhead' on Chipping Sodbury
Common fishing pool

Mark Coller

RED KITE: One over Chipping Sodbury
Common. SMEW: A ‘redhead’ on
Chipping Sodbury Common fishing pool.
WATER PIPIT: Four in the Northwick
Warth/ Pilning Wetland area.

Allan Chard

SMEW: A ‘redhead' on Chipping Sodbury
Common fishing pool.

SMEW: A ‘redhead' on Chipping Sodbury
Common fishing pool. WATER PIPIT: Two
in the Northwick Warth/ PilningWetland
area.

Vic Savery



