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INTRODUCTION 
 

In the 2013 Annual Review I asked John Barnett ÉÆ ÈÅȭÄ ÂÅ ÇÏÏÄ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÔÏ ×ÒÉÔÅ ÁÎ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ 

about birding at Marshfield. He duly obliged and you can read the online version via the 

TBOSG website. 

 

Never in a million years (as they say) could he have imagined that Marshfield, and the Shire 

6ÁÌÌÅÙ ÉÎ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒȟ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÔÁÔÕÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÓ ÓÔÕÎÎÉÎÇ ÆÉÎÄȦ )ȭÍ ÔÁÌËÉÎÇȟ ÏÆ 

course, about the magical Red-flanked Bluetail. 

 

This year, instead of kicking off with the obligatory introduction to birding events from S. 

'ÌÏÓ ÉÎ ΤΡΣΦȟ ×Å ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ×ÅȭÄ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅ *ÏÈÎȭÓ ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇ ÆÉÎÄȣ ÓÏ ÓÉÔ ÂÁÃË ÁÎÄ ÅÎÊÏÙ ÏÒ ÒÅÌÉÖÅ 

the wonderfully bizarre tale of this captivating gem. 

 

 
The first ever photograph of the 1st winter male Red-flanked Bluetail - Shire Valley, Marshfield. February 2014. TBOSG. 

 

 

RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL 

 

Found by John Barnett in the Shire Valley, Marshfield ɀ February 2104. 

 

John Barnett lives in Marshfield village and spends most of his bird watching time on his 

local patch. Normally he goes north of the village as there is high ground there, and in the 

past has seen -ÁÒÓÈȟ (ÅÎ ÁÎÄ -ÏÎÔÁÇÕȭÓ three Harriers, 15 Short-eared Owls (in 2012) and 

Quail regularly in the summer. The area is also well known for its wintering flocks including 

Corn Bunting, Yellowhammer, Linnet and Skylark of which dozens of pairs breed in the 

summer months. It's a wonderful area with lots of farmland species that are scarce if not 

rare elsewhere. 
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Up to yesterday, February 2nd 2014 the best find was in July 1989 when a Woodchat Shrike 

spent a day by Rushmead Farm and was found by Martyn Hayes another patch regular. 

 

Having not been there for a week or so, John decided on February 3rd in the afternoon to 

walk the Shire Valley, hoping to get Kingfisher on his patch year list, or else a Water Rail, 

which he'd seen on ȬÓÍÁÌÌ pondȭ in November 2013. The Shire Valley is a beautiful chalk 

valley more reminiscent of Derbyshire than the Cotswolds. There was a chilly wind blowing 

ÄÏ×Î ÔÈÅ ÖÁÌÌÅÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÅȭÄ ÊÕÓÔ ÐÁÓÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍÅÒ ÆÁÒÍÈÏÕÓÅ ÏÎ ÈÉÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ ×ÈÅÎ ÈÅ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÆÉÖÅ 

or six high pitched calls, rather like a Chiffchaff, but higher, he thought. He stopped to listen 

againȣȣȣȦ 

 

ȣȭ) ÏÆÔÅÎ ÆÉÎÄ ÉÔ ÅÁÓÉÅÒ ÔÏ ÐÉÃË ÂÉÒÄÓ ÕÐ ÂÙ ÃÁÌÌ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÂÙ ÓÉÇÈÔȭȣ ×ÈÅÎ Á ÂÉÒÄ ÐÅÒÃÈÅÄ 

on a branch 10 metres in front of him. He had a look and thought 'Robin', but why had it 

only got the reddish colour on its flanks. I tried to remember if I'd seen a Robin like that 

before. It was also flicking its tail which, at this stage, I couldn't see properly. Thinking, oh 

well, red-flanked, all it needs is a blue tail now, when it turned around and there was the 

ÂÌÕÅ ÔÁÉÌȦ ȣȭ ) ÎÅÁÒÌÙ ÃÏÌÌÁÐÓÅÄȟ ÍÙ ÈÅÁÒÔ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÒÁÃÉÎÇȟ ÁÎÄ ) ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ - it really is one! 

 

I ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÁËÅ ÐÈÏÔÏÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÏÂÖÉÏÕÓ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÔ ×ÁÓȢ I raced up the hill to ring the two 

people I'd numbers of ɀ Martyn Hayes and Jack Willmott and then waited for them to 

arrive. It moved up and down a little area by the stream, feeding and then returning to a 

low perch and back again, flicking its tail all the time and allowing him to be quite close. 

Occasionally it would rest for a few minutes and then start off again. 

 

Thankfully Martyn arrived with his camera, and the result can be seen on 'The Birds of 

South Gloucestershire' website! Jack also arrived and before dusk five people were able to 

get to the valley. 

 

I was happy for the news to get out as it was on a public footpath, and as long as visitors 

parked on the upper lane off the main road to Tormarton, which is a rat run to the 

motorway, he was confident that all would be well. 

 

Returning on February 4th at about 11:30 I found 70 more people than are normally in the 

valley on a sunny day in February! 

 

ȣȭ) ×ÁÓ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÐÌÅÁÓÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ×ÁÓ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÇÏÏÄ ÖÉÅ×Ó ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÔÏ 

wait around or search. I believe that over 200 people came during the day, maybe more, 

I've never felt as I did yesterday whilst bird watching - to find your own rarity on your own 

patch, nothing can beat it! 
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03ȡ ȣ)ͻÖÅ ÎÏ ÉÄÅÁ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÒÄ ) ÈÅÁÒÄ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ "ÌÕÅÔÁÉÌ ÏÒ ÎÏÔȡ ) ÊÕÓÔ ËÎÅ× ÔÈÁÔ ×ÈÁÔ ) 

heard was not a call I'Ä ÎÏÒÍÁÌÌÙ ÈÅÁÒ ÔÈÅÒÅȟ ÓÏ ×ÈÁÔÅÖÅÒ ÉÔ ×ÁÓȟ ÔÈÁÎËÓȣȦ 

 

Discussion: 

 

Red-flanked Bluetail, also known as Orange-flanked Bush-Robin, is a small passerine 

formerly classified as a member of the thrush family, but is now more generally considered 

to be an Old World flycatcher and recognised as a chat. It is a migratory insectivorous 

species breeding in mixed coniferous forest with undergrowth in northern Asia and north-

eastern Europe, from Finland east across Siberia to Kamchatka and south to Japan. It 

winters mainly in south-eastern Asia, in the Indian Sub-continent, the Himalayas, Taiwan, 

and northern Indochina. The breeding range is slowly expanding westwards through 

Finland (where up to 500 pairs now breed), and it is a rare but increasing vagrant to 

Western Europe, mainly to Great Britain. There have also been a few records in 

westernmost North America, mostly in western Alaska. 

 

These spectacular birds are traditionally an autumn vagrant to the UK, but this is the first 

record of a wintering bird. The earliest spring records both occurred on March 31st 2007 at 

Easington, East Yorkshire and 2012 on Lewis, Western Isles. April has hosted just three 

records and May just the one. 

 

3ÉÎÃÅ ΣΫΫΥȟ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ȬÔ×ÉÔÃÈÁÂÌÅȭ ÍÁÉÎÌÁÎÄ ÂÉÒÄ ×ÁÓ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 7ÉÎÓÐÉÔ 6ÁÌÌÅÙȟ 

Dorset, there have been scores of records, 2010 alone saw up to 32 birds! Despite this, Red-

flanked Bluetail is still a species which for most birders still causes the heart to skip every 

time one is found and for any dedicated patch birder a once in a lifetime experience. They 

are polytypic with two forms, all European records are attributable to the nominate form 

cyanurus; the extralimital form rufilatus is found from Afghanistan to north-central China. 

 

In excess of 90% of all occurrences in the UK are 1st winter birds as was the Shire Valley 

individual, however, the extent of blue in the tail, rump, lower back, scapulars, median 

coverts, tertials and to a lesser degree primary feathers strongly suggests a male. 

 

The significance of the unique find has now only just been realised. Not just a first for S. 

GloucestershÉÒÅȟ 7ÉÌÔÓÈÉÒÅ ÁÎÄ !ÖÏÎ ÉÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ×ÉÎÔÅÒÉÎÇ ÒÅÃÏÒÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÆÏÒ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙȟ ÔÈÅ 

latest date for this species in the UK and the longest staying individual ever recorded in 

Brittan! 

 

 

 

John Barnett, TBOSG - S. Gloucestershire 2014 
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S. Glos Diary 2014 (Abridged) 
 

JANUARY 

 

2nd CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. 

 

3rd LITTLE EGRET: Four near Thornbury. 

 

4th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. JACK SNIPE: One at Oldbury 

Power Station. MANDARIN: Two on 

Dodington Lakes. WATER PIPIT: One on 

Northwick Warth. 

 

8th JACK SNIPE: Five on Yate Common. 

 

9th COMMON STARLING: Around 5,000 at 

Oldbury Power Station. 

 

10th LITTLE EGRET: Five on Northwick Warth/ 

Pilning Wetland. 

 

11th FIRECREST: One at Three Brooks LNR, 

Bradley Stoke in Webb's Wood. PURPLE 

SANDPIPER: One on Shaft Rocks, Severn 

Beach. 

 

12th MEDITERRANEAN GULL: One on Pilning 

Wetland. JACK SNIPE: Five on Yate 

Common. COMMON STARLING: C. 5,000 

at Oldbury Power Station. 

 

13th PIED WAGTAIL: Several hundred birds at 

The Mall, Cribbs Causeway. TWITE: Two 

at Old Passage. 

 

16th CURLEW: 620 at Oldbury Power Station. 

 

17th JACK SNIPE: One on Littleton Warth. 

SHORT-EARED OWL: One on Northfield 

Lane, Marshfield. WATER PIPIT: One on 

Northwick Warth. 

 

 

18th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. JACK SNIPE: Four on Northwick 

Warth. SHORT-EARED OWL: One at Aust 

Warth. TWITE: Two at Old Passage. 

19th LITTLE EGRET: Fourteen (14) at Naite 

Farm, Oldbury Naite. JACK SNIPE: Four on 

Northwick Warth. SHORT-EARED OWL: 

Four at Cake Pill, Aust. TWITE: Two at 

Aust Warth. 

 

20th SHORT-EARED OWL: One at Aust Warth. 

TWITE: Two at Aust Warth. 

 

21st TWITE: Two at Aust Warth. 

 

23rd CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. COMMON STARLING: C.7,000 at 

Oldbury Power Station. 

 

25th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. NORDIC JACKDAW: One in the 

West Littleton area. TWITE: Two at Aust 

Warth. 

 

26th PURPLE SANDPIPER: One at Severn 

Beach. SISKIN: C.60 along the Little River 

Avon, Huntingford.  

 

27th JACK SNIPE: One on Pilning Wetlands. 

 

29th TWITE: Two at Aust Warth. 

 

FEBRUARY 

 

1st LITTLE EGRET: Seven at Oldbury Naite. 

SHORT-EARED OWL: Five at Aust Warth. 

TWITE: Two at Old Passage. WATER PIPIT: 

One from Aust Warth. One at Severn 

Beach. 

 

2nd LITTLE EGRET: Eleven at Oldbury Naite. 

SHORT-EARED OWL: Five at Aust Warth. 

TWITE: Two at Aust Warth. 

 

3rd RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. SHORT-EARED OWL: Three at 

Aust Warth. 

 

4th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. LITTLE EGRET: Eleven at 

Oldbury Naite. 

 

5th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. 
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6th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. BLACK REDSTART: One on 

Riverside Park, Severn Beach. 

 

7th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. COMMON STARLING: C.9000 

at Oldbury Power Station. PURPLE 

SANDPIPER: One at Severn Beach. TWITE: 

One at Old Passage.  WATER PIPIT: One 

on Pilning Wetland. 

 

8th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. CETTI'S WARBLER: One at 

Oldbury Power Station. LITTLE EGRET: 

Two, Moor Lane, Tockington. PURPLE 

SANDPIPER: One at Severn Beach. TWITE: 

One at Old Passage. 

 

9th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. COMMON STARLING: 

C.10,000 at Oldbury Power Station. 

MEDITERRANEAN GULL: Two at New 

Passage. PUFFIN: One off Severn Beach. 

PURPLE SANDPIPER: One at Severn 

Beach. 

 

10th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. TWITE: One at Old Passage. 

 

11th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. COMMON STARLING: 

C.10,000 at Oldbury Power Station. 

GUILLEMOT: One, Little River Avon, 

Huntingdon. 

 

12th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. GREAT SKUA: Five off Severn 

Beach. 

 

13th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. 

 

14th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. COMMON STARLING: 

C.10,000 at Oldbury Power Station. 

 

15th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. GREAT SKUA: Four off Severn 

Beach. 

16th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. CETTI'S WARBLER: One at 

Oldbury Power Station. SIBERIAN 

CHIFFCHAFF: One on Westerleigh Road, 

Yate. COMMON STARLING: C.10,000 at 

Oldbury Power Station. RED KITE: One in 

the Shire Valley. SHORT-EARED OWL: One 

at Aust Warth. WATER RAIL: Seven (7) at 

Oldbury Power Station. 

 

17th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. 

 

18th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. CETTI'S WARBLER: One at 

Oldbury Power Station. COMMON 

STARLING: C.10,000 at Oldbury Power 

Station. 

 

19th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. 

 

20th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. 

 

21st RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. BARNACLE GOOSE: One in 

the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area. 

PURPLE SANDPIPER: One at New 

Passage and Severn Beach. 

 

22nd RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. CETTI'S WARBLER: One at 

Oldbury Power Station. GOOSANDER: 

Two on the R. Avon opposite Avon Valley 

CP. PURPLE SANDPIPER: One at Severn 

Beach. 

 

23rd RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. BARNACLE GOOSE: One in 

the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area. 

MEDITERRANEAN GULL: Two at Severn 

Beach. PURPLE SANDPIPER: One at 

Severn Beach. 

 

24th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. BARNACLE GOOSE: One in 

the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area. 
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25th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. BARNACLE GOOSE: One in 

the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area. 

 

26th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. BARNACLE GOOSE: One in 

the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area. 

TWITE: One from Old Passage. 

 

27th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. BARNACLE GOOSE: One in 

the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area. 

 

28th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. PIED WAGTAIL: C.200 at 

Oldbury Power Station. BARNACLE 

GOOSE: One in the New Passage/ 

Northwick Warth area. 

 

MARCH 

 

1st RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. BARNACLE GOOSE: One in 

the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area. 

TWITE: One at Old Passage. 

 

2nd RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. BARNACLE GOOSE: One in 

the Aust Warth area. SHORT-EARED OWL: 

Three at Aust Warth. 

 

3rd RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. SHORT-EARED OWL: Three at 

Aust Warth. TWITE: One at Old Passage. 

 

4th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. BARNACLE GOOSE: One at 

New Passage. TWITE: One at Old Passage. 

STARLING: C.3,000 at Severn Beach. 

 

5th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. RED KITE: One over 

Woodlands Lane, Winterbourne. TWITE: 

One at Old Passage. 

 

6th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. BARNACLE GOOSE: One in 

the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area. 

 

7th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. BARNACLE GOOSE: One in 

the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area. 

SAND MARTIN: One at Severn Beach. 

TWITE: One at Old Passage. 

 

8th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. BARNACLE GOOSE: One in 

the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area. 

CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. STARLING: C.3,000 at Severn 

Beach. TWITE: One at Aust Warth. 

 

9th RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL: Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. CETTI'S WARBLER: One at 

New Pill, Severn Beach. LITTLE EGRET: 

Seven in the Northwick Warth/ Pilning 

Wetland area. 

 

10th NORTHERN WHEATEAR: One from Aust 

Sluice. WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE: Seven 

from Aust Cliffs. 

 

11th RED KITE: One over Thornbury. TWITE: 

One at Old Passage. 

 

12th TWITE: One at Old Passage. 

 

13th GOOSANDER: One off Severn Beach. 

SHORT-EARED OWL: One at Aust Warth. 

TWITE: One at Old Passage. 

 

15th AVOCET: One in the Northwick Warth/ 

New Passage area. TWITE: One at Old 

Passage. 

 

16th AVOCET: One at Oldbury Power Station. 

JACK SNIPE: One at Severn Beach. TWITE: 

One at Old Passage. 

 

17th RED KITE: One over Rushmead Farm, 

Marshfield. TWITE: One at Old Passage. 

 

18th TWITE: One at Old Passage. 

 

19th TWITE: One at Old Passage. 

 

20th RED KITE: One over Staple Hill, Bristol. 

HOUSE MARTIN: Five at New Passage. 
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21st CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. SANDERLING: One at Oldbury 

Power Station. 

 

23rd TWITE: One on Aust Warth. 

 

24th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. 

 

25th PURPLE SANDPIPER: One at Severn 

Beach. 

 

27th LITTLE RINGED PLOVER: Two on 

Severnside. SPOONBILL: One over New 

Passage. 

 

29th RED-THROATED PIPIT: One over 

Thornbury. CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at 

Oldbury Power Station. RED KITE: One at 

Lower Knole Farm, Almondsbury. One 

along Hill Lane, Oldbury. WILLOW 

WARBLER: One at Pilning Wetland/ 

Northwick Warth. SAWBILL: Either 

Goosander or Red-breasted Merganser 

off Severn Beach. 

 

 30th AVOCET: Twenty-five at Cake Pill, Aust. 

CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. COMMON TERN: One from 

Oldbury Power Station. CURLEW: A small 

flock over Hanham. WOODPECKERS: 

Eight Great Spotted and six Green at 

Warmley Forest Park. 

 

31st AVOCET: Eight at Shepperdine. GREEN-

WINGED TEAL: Drake from Aust Warth. 

WHITE WAGTAIL: Two at New Passage. 

 

APRIL 

 

2nd CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. RED KITE: One over the M48 east 

of Aust. One at Coal Pit Heath. One over 

The Mall, Cribbs Causeway. One over 

Rudgeway. RING OUZEL: A male on 

Chipping Sodbury Common. SWALLOW: 

Five in the New Passage/ Northwick 

Warth area. 

 

3rd CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. 

 

4th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. COMMON SCOTER: A male off 

New Passage. GOSHAWK: Two over 

Lower Woods, Inglestone Common. 

SANDWICH TERN: Three off Severn 

Beach. 

 

5th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. COMMON REDSTART: A male at 

Aust. RUFF: One on Pilning Wetland. 

 

6th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. 

 

8th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. RED KITE: One over Wiltshire 

Avenue, Yate. 

 

9th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. COMMON CRANE: Three in the 

Castle Farm area, Marshfield. 

 

10th COMMON CRANE: Three between 

Oldbury Power Station and Shepperdine. 

COMMON SANDPIPER: Two at Kingsgate 

Park, Yate. CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at 

Oldbury Power Station. One south of 

Severn Beach. GRASSHOPPER WARBLER: 

One south of Severn Beach. SEDGE 

WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. One south of Severn Beach. 

 

12th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. COMMON WHITETHROAT: One 

at Oldbury Power Station. LESSER 

WHITETHROAT: One at OPS. One on 

Northwick Warth. TREE PIPIT: One at 

Aust. WHIMBREL: One at OPS. 

 

13th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. One south of Severn Beach. 

COMMON EIDER: A female at Severn 

Beach. RED KITE: One over Rushmead 

Lane, Marshfield. 

 

14th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. One south of Severn Beach. 
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YELLOW WAGTAIL: Arrivals at New 

Passage/ Northwick Warth and Aust 

Warth. 

 

15th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. One south of Severn Beach. 

MARSH HARRIER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. REED WARBLER: Noted at OPS. 

 

16th ARCTIC TERN: at Oldbury Power Station. 

CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. One south of Severn Beach. 

RING-NECKED PARAKEET: One at Severn 

Beach. WHINCHAT: A male in the Cake Pill 

area, Aust. 

 

17th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. One south of Severn Beach. 

GRASSHOPPER WARBLER: One at OPS. 

GARDEN WARBLER: One at Oldbury 

Power Station. PIED FLYCATCHER: A male 

at OPS. RED KITE: One over Chipping 

Sodbury Common. 

 

18th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. One south of Severn Beach. 

 

19th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. One south of Severn Beach. 

NIGHTINGALE: A male on Western 

Approaches Estate at Severn Beach. 

 

20th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury 

Power. One south of Severn Beach. 

NIGHTINGALE: Western Approaches 

Estate, Severn Beach. 

 

21st ARCTIC SKUA: Two off Severn Beach. 

CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. One south of Severn Beach. 

GOSHAWK: One over Kingsgate Park, 

Yate. NIGHTINGALE: Western Approaches 

Estate, Severn Beach. WOOD WARBLER: 

A male at Oldbury Power Station. 

 

23rd CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. One south of Severn Beach. 

CHANNEL WAGTAIL: A male on 

Northwick Warth. GARGANEY: A drake on 

Pilning Wetland. NIGHTINGALE: Western 

Approaches Estate, Severn Beach. 

 

24th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. One south of Severn Beach. 

GARGANEY: Two drakes on Pilning 

Wetland. NIGHTINGALE: Western 

Approaches Estate, Severn Beach. 

 

25th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. One south of Severn Beach. 

COMMON SWIFT: One over Northwick 

Warth. COMMON CRANE: Seven over 

Oldbury Power Station. GARGANEY: Two 

drakes on Pilning Wetland. NIGHTINGALE: 

Western Approaches Estate, Severn 

Beach. 

 

26th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. One south of Severn Beach. 

GARGANEY: Two drakes on Pilning 

Wetland. NIGHTINGALE: Western 

Approaches Estate, Severn Beach. 

 

27th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. One south of Severn Beach. 

COMMON CRANE: Two from Oldbury 

Power Station. NIGHTINGALE: Western 

Approaches Estate, Severn Beach. 

 

28th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. One south of Severn Beach. 

NIGHTINGALE: Western Approaches 

Estate, Severn Beach. 

 

29th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. One south of Severn Beach. 

MARSH HARRIER: One on Pilning 

Wetland. NIGHTINGALE: Western 

Approaches Estate, Severn Beach. 

 

30th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. One south of Severn Beach. 

GARGANEY: One in the Pilning Wetland/ 

Northwick Warth area. NIGHTINGALE: 

Western Approaches Estate, Severn 

Beach. 
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MAY 

 

1st CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. One south of Severn Beach. 

 

2nd BARNACLE GOOSE: Five over Gaunt's 

Earthcott. CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at 

Oldbury Power Station. One south of 

Severn Beach. COMMON CUCKOO: One 

at Oldbury Power Station. 

 

3rd CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. One south of Severn Beach. 

 

4th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. One south of Severn Beach. 

COMMON CRANE: One over Kingswood, 

Bristol. 

 

5th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. RICHARD'S PIPIT: One on 

Northwick Warth. 

 

6th ARCTIC SKUA: One off Severn Beach. 

CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. LITTLE TERN: One off Severn 

Beach, 

 

7th ARCTIC SKUA: Two from Severn Beach. 

CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. 

 

8th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. POMARINE SKUA: One from 

Severn Beach. MANX SHEARWATER: One 

from Severn Beach. 

 

9th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. POMARINE SKUA: Five from 

Severn Beach. 

 

10th  CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury 

Power Station. MEDITERRANEAN GULL: 

One at Severn Beach. POMARINE SKUA: 

Seven from Severn Beach. STORM 

PETREL: One off Severn Beach. 

    

11th ARCTIC SKUA: One off Severn Beach. 

CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. LITTLE TERN: One from Severn 

Beach. POMARINE SKUA: Four from 

Severn Beach. STORM PETREL: One off 

Severn Beach.  SPOTTED FLYCATCHER: 

Arrivals at Warmley Forest Park and 

Oldbury Power Station. 

 

12th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. STORM PETREL: One from 

Severn Beach. 

 

 14th HOOPOE: One on Goldcrest Road, 

Chipping Sodbury. 

 

16th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. 

 

18th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. RED KITE: One/ two over 

Thornbury and Codrington. 

 

19th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. RED KITE: One over Iron Acton. 

One over Mangotsfield. 

 

21st CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. RED KITE: Five/ six at Lower 

Hamswell. One over Severn Beach. 

 

23rd CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. HARRIER SPP: One (Hen Harrier) 

by the A38 at Alveston. 

 

24th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. GREENLAND DUNLIN: One at 

Severn Beach. 

 

25th CETTI'S WARBLER: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. 

 

26th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. RED KITE: One over Northfield 

Lane and Marshfield village. 

 

27th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. QUAIL: One on Filton Airfield at 

Fishpool Hill, Brentry. 

 

30th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. RED KITE:  One over Oldland 

Common. 
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31st GREENLAND WHEATEAR: At least one in 

the Northwick Warth area. 

 

JUNE 

 

1st AVOCET: Two in the New Passage/ Pilning 

Wetland. CETTI'S WARBLER: One south 

of Severn Beach. One at Oldbury Power 

Station. 

 

3rd CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. CURLEW SANDPIPER: One on 

Pilning Wetland. STOCK DOVE: 300+ from 

Down Road, Marshfield. 

 

4th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. 

 

5th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. 

 

6th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. 

 

7th CETTI'S WARBLER: One south of Severn 

Beach. One at Oldbury Power Station. 

HOBBY: One in the Shire Valley, 

Marshfield. RED KITE: One in the Shire 

Valley, Marshfield. 

 

8th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. 

 

9th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. RED KITE: One at the west end of 

Marshfield. 

 

10th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. MARSH HARRIER: One at Aust. 

 

11th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. 

 

12th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. 

 

13th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. 

 

 

14th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. 

 

15th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. 

 

19th MEDITERRANEAN GULL: One at 

Washingpool Farm, Easter Compton. 

 

21st CETTI'S WARBLER: Breeding proven at 

Oldbury Power Station. 

 

22nd BARN OWL: Successfully breeding in the 

Marshfield area. 

 

23rd RED KITE: Two over Golden Valley LNR, 

Wick. 

 

25th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. 

 

27th ARCTIC SKUA: Three from Severn Beach. 

GREEN SANDPIPER: One on Pilning 

Wetland. MEDITERRANEAN GULL: One 

from Severn Beach. 

 

28th RED KITE: One over at Tortworth Farm 

Shop. 

 

JULY 

 

1st CETTI'S WARBLER: One south of Severn 

Beach. One at Oldbury Power Station. 

 

5th LITTLE RINGED PLOVER: Seven in the 

New Passage/ Northwick Warth area. 

 

6th MEDITERRANEAN GULL: One at 

Shepperdine. 

 

13th RED KITE: One over Chipping Sodbury. 

One over Olveston. ICELANDIC GOLDEN 

PLOVER: Adult in the New Passage/ 

Northwick Warth/ Pilning Wetland area. 

 

15th QUAIL: One from Shirehill Lane, 

Marshfield. RED KITE: One from the Cross 

Hands Hotel, Old Sodbury. 
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16th QUAIL: One from Shirehill Lane, 

Marshfield. RED KITE: One on Chipping 

Sodbury Common. 

 

17th QUAIL: One from Shirehill Lane, 

Marshfield. 

 

19th MEDITERRANEAN GULL: One on 

Northwick Warth. ICELANDIC GOLDEN 

PLOVER: One on Pilning Wetland. 

SPOTTED REDSHANK: One on Pilning 

Wetland. 

 

20th  GRASSHOPPER WARBLER: One at 

Oldbury Power Station. ICELANDIC 

GOLDEN PLOVER. One on Pilning 

Wetland. RED KITE: One at Shirehill Pond 

and Rushmead Lane. 

 

21st GRASSHOPPER WARBLER: Two at 

Oldbury Power Station. 

 

22nd ICELANDIC GOLDEN PLOVER. One on 

Pilning Wetland. MEDITERRANEAN GULL: 

One on Northwick Warth. 

 

24th WOOD SANDPIPER: Two on Pilning 

Wetland. 

 

25th WOOD SANDPIPER: Two on Pilning 

Wetland. 

 

26th GREY PARTRIDGE: One from the 

Tormarton area. LITTLE EGRET: Five on 

Pilning Wetland. WOOD SANDPIPER: Two 

on Pilning Wetland. 

 

27th LITTLE EGRET: Six on the Severnside 

coast. MEDITERRANEAN GULL: One on 

Pilning Wetland. WOOD SANDPIPER: Two 

on Pilning Wetland. 

 

28th WOOD SANDPIPER: Three on Pilning 

Wetland. YELLOW-LEGGED GULL: One on 

Pilning Wetland. 

 

29th WOOD SANDPIPER: Three on Pilning 

Wetland. 

 

30th WOOD SANDPIPER: Three on Pilning 

Wetland. 

 

31st SPOTTED REDSHANK: One on The Pill, 

Northwick Warth. WOOD SANDPIPER: 

Three on Pilning Wetland. 

 

AUGUST 

 

1st WOOD SANDPIPER: Three on Pilning 

Wetland. 

 

2nd CURLEW SANDPIPER: Seven on Pilning 

Wetland. GOLDFINCH: 400+ over 

Western Distribution Fields, Severn 

Beach. MARSH HARRIER: One over 

Pilning Wetland. WOOD SANDPIPER: 

Three on Pilning Wetland. 

 

3rd MEDITERRANEAN GULL: One from New 

Passage. WOOD SANDPIPER: Three on 

Pilning Wetland. 

 

4th MEDITERRANEAN GULL: One on Pilning 

Wetland. WOOD SANDPIPER: Three on 

Pilning Wetland. 

 

5th WOOD SANDPIPER: Two on Pilning 

Wetland. 

 

6th WOOD SANDPIPER: Two on Pilning 

Wetland. 

 

7th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. WOOD SANDPIPER: Two on 

Pilning Wetland. 

 

8th  GREEN SANDPIPER: One on Moor Lane, 

Tockington. 

 

10th MEDITERRANEAN GULL: One in the New 

Passage/ Northwick Warth/ Pilning 

Wetland area. 

 

11th STORM PETREL: One in Burger Bar Bay, 

Severn Beach. 

 

12th MEDITERRANEAN GULL: One in the New 

Passage/ Northwick Warth/ Pilning 
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Wetland area. STORM PETREL: Four from 

Severn Beach. 

 

13th MEDITERRANEAN GULL: One in the New 

Passage/ Northwick Warth/ Pilning 

Wetland. 

 

18th RED-NECKED PHALAROPE: One on Pilning 

Wetland, New Passage. 

 

19th GOLDFINCH: 400 plus around Tesco 

Pools, Severn Beach. 

 

20th MEDITERRANEAN GULL: One in the New 

Passage/ Northwick Warth/ Pilning 

Wetland. 

 

22nd CANADA GOOSE: 92 in the Littleton 

Warth area. PIED WAGTAIL: 100 plus in 

the New Passage/ Northwick Warth/ 

Pilning Wetland area. 

 

26th OSPREY: One around Blue Lodge Estate, 

Siston. 

 

28th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. RED KITE: One over the A46 at 

Petty France. WOOD SANDPIPER: One in 

the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area. 

 

29th WOOD SANDPIPER: One in the New 

Passage/ Northwick Warth area. 

 

30th WOOD SANDPIPER: One in the New 

Passage/ Northwick Warth area. 

 

31st GOSHAWK: One over Northwick Warth.  

GREYLAG GOOSE: 30 over Oldbury Power 

Station. MERLIN: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. One on Northwick Warth. WOOD 

SANDPIPER: One on Pilning Wetland/ 

Northwick Warth. WRYNECK: One at New 

Passage. 

 

SEPTEMBER 

 

1st CANADA GOOSE: 213 on Pilning Wetland. 

WOOD SANDPIPER: One on Pilning 

Wetland/ Northwick Warth. 

 

2nd CANADA GOOSE: c.250 on Pilning 

Wetland. WOOD SANDPIPER: One on 

Pilning Wetland/ Northwick Warth. 

 

3rd AVOCET: Four at Shepperdine. WOOD 

SANDPIPER: One on Pilning Wetland/ 

Northwick Warth. 

 

4th WOOD SANDPIPER: One on Pilning 

Wetland/ Northwick Warth. YELLOW-

LEGGED GULL: One on Northwick Warth. 

 

5th WOOD SANDPIPER: One on Pilning 

Wetland/ Northwick Warth. 

 

6th WOOD SANDPIPER: One on Pilning 

Wetland/ Northwick Warth. 

 

7th WOOD SANDPIPER: One on Pilning 

Wetland/ Northwick Warth. 

 

8th AVOCET: Two in the New Passage/ 

Northwick Warth area. OSPREY: One over 

Northfield Lane, Marshfield. WOOD 

SANDPIPER: One on Pilning Wetland/ 

Northwick Warth. 

 

9th GOSHAWK: One east of Rushmead Lane, 

Marshfield. One at Hinton Hill, Hinton. 

LITTLE STINT: Two on Pilning Wetland. 

 

10th BLACK TERN: One over Pilning Wetland. 

 

12th MEDITERRANEAN GULL: One in the New 

Passage/ Northwick Warth area. 

 

13th HOUSE SPARROW: Up to 200 south of 

Oldbury Power Station. 

 

14th ARCTIC SKUA: One from New Passage. 

COMMON CROSSBILL: One over Severn 

Beach. DOTTEREL: One over Pilning. 

HOUSE MARTIN: c.2,800 from Aust Cliffs. 

RED KITE: One in the New Passage/ 

Northwick Warth area. SPOTTED 

REDSHANK: One on Pilning Wetland. 

 

15th RED KITE: One over Yate. 
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16th MARSH HARRIER: One J18/ M4 near 

Tormarton. 

 

18th GOOSANDER: One from the New 

Passage/ Northwick Warth area. 

 

20th LITTLE GREBE: Seventeen on Pilning 

Wetland. 

 

21st PECTORAL SANDPIPER: One in the New 

Passage/ Northwick Warth area. RING-

NECKED PARAKEET: One over the Boar's 

Head at Aust. 

 

22nd AVOCET: Three in the New Passage/ 

Northwick Warth/ Pilning Wetland area. 

COMMON CRANE: One over Pilning 

Wetland and New Passage. PECTORAL 

SANDPIPER: One in the New Passage/ 

Northwick Warth area. 

 

23rd PECTORAL SANDPIPER: One in the New 

Passage/ Northwick Warth area. 

 

24th CONTINENTAL JAY: Thirteen at 

Marshfield. PECTORAL SANDPIPER: One 

in the New Passage/ Northwick Warth 

area. 

 

25th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station.  DOTTEREL: One at Oldbury 

Power Station. PECTORAL SANDPIPER: 

One in the New Passage/ Northwick 

Warth area. 

 

26th JACK SNIPE: Two in the Northwick Warth/ 

Pilning Wetland area. 

 

27th CETTI'S WARBLER: One on Pilning 

Wetland. Two at OPS. JACK SNIPE: One in 

the Northwick Warth/ Pilning Wetland 

area. PECTORAL SANDPIPER: One in the 

New Passage/ Northwick Warth area. 

 

28th PECTORAL SANDPIPER: One in the New 

Passage/ Northwick Warth area. 

 

29th PECTORAL SANDPIPER: One in the New 

Passage/ Northwick Warth area. 

 

30th PECTORAL SANDPIPER: One in the New 

Passage/ Northwick Warth area. 

 

OCTOBER 

 

4th RICHARD'S PIPIT: One on Northwick 

Warth. 

 

5th CETTI'S WARBLER: One in the Grebe 

Pond area on Pilning Wetland. 

 

7th JACK SNIPE: One from Aust Warth. 

 

12th GREAT WHITE EGRET: An unconfirmed 

report from New Passage. JACK SNIPE: 

Singles at Aust and Northwick Warth. 

 

15th RED-FOOTED FALCON: One on Northwick 

Warth. GREAT SKUA: One at Oldbury 

Power Station. RICHARD'S PIPIT: One 

over Oldbury Power Station. YELLOW 

WAGTAIL: One at Oldbury Power Station. 

 

16th JACK SNIPE: Two on Northwick Warth. 

SHORT-EARED OWL: One at Oldbury 

Power Station. 

 

17th BRAMBLING: One in the New Passage/ 

Northwick Warth area. SNOW BUNTING: 

One at Oldbury Power Station. 

 

18th JACK SNIPE: Three in the New Passage/ 

Northwick Warth area. Three at Aust 

Warth. WATER PIPIT: One on Littleton 

Warth. 

 

19th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Orchard Pools, 

Severn Beach. One in the New Passage/ 

Northwick Warth area. JACK SNIPE: Nine 

at Aust Warth. One in the New Passage/ 

Northwick Warth area. BRAMBLING: C.50 

(fifty) at Webb's Heath Plantation, Siston. 

WHIMBREL: One at Aust Warth. 

 

24th CETTI'S WARBLER: A male at Oldbury 

Power Station. 

 

26th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. JACK SNIPE: One from Aust 

Warth. Two on Yate Common. 
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27th GREAT GREY SHRIKE: One on Rushmead 

Lane, Marshfield. 

 

28th GREAT GREY SHRIKE: One on Rushmead 

Lane, Marshfield. RED KITE: One north of 

Rushmead Lane. SHORT-EARED OWL: 

One at Oldbury Power Station. 

 

31st MEDITERRANEAN GULL: One from Down 

Road, Marshfield. SWALLOW: One from 

Rushmead Lane, Marshfield. 

 

NOVEMBER 

 

1st CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. 

 

2nd BEAN GOOSE: A wholly unconfirmed 

report of one at Oldbury Power Station. 

BLACK REDSTART: One in Kingswood, 

Bristol. MEDITERRANEAN GULL: One 

from Down Road, Marshfield. SHORT-

EARED OWL: One on Down Road, 

Marshfield. 

 

3rd BLACK REDSTART: One in Kingswood, 

Bristol. CETTI'S WARBLER: One at 

Oldbury Power Station. RAVEN: Twenty-

five Rushmead Barn and Pig Fields. 

 

5th CETTI'S WARBLER: One on Pilning 

Wetland. SHORT-EARED OWL: One from 

Aust Warth. 

 

8th SHORT-EARED OWL: One at New 

Passage. 

 

9th CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. JACK SNIPE: Three on Aust 

Warth. TWITE: Four in the New Passage/ 

Northwick Warth. 

 

10th GOOSANDER: One in the New Passage/ 

Northwick Warth area. JACK SNIPE: One 

on Aust Warth. MEDITERRANEAN GULL: 

One at New Passage. 

 

11th GOOSANDER: One in the New Passage/ 

Northwick Warth area. 

 

12th JACK SNIPE: One at Aust Warth. 

 

13th GOLDENEYE: One around The Pill, New 

Passage. CETTI'S WARBLER: One on 

Pilning Wetland. WATER PIPIT:  One on 

Northwick Warth this morning. MAGPIE: 

Forty-three at Winterbourne. 

 

14th CETTI'S WARBLER: One on Pilning 

Wetland. 

 

15th RED-BREASTED MERGANSER: One at 

Oldbury Power Station. One from 

Littleton Warth. BLACK REDSTART: One 

at Oldbury. JACK SNIPE: Six from Aust 

Warth. SHORT-EARED OWL: One at Aust 

Warth. One in the New Passage/ 

Northwick Warth area. 

 

16th SHORT-EARED OWL: One south of Severn 

Beach. SIBERIAN CHIFFCHAFF: One at 

Aust Cliffs Viewpoint. 

 

17th HAWFINCH: One over Quarry Road, 

Chipping Sodbury. 

 

18th NORDIC JACKDAW: One from Rushmead 

Lane, Marshfield. 

 

19th CETTI'S WARBLER: One from Orchard 

Pools, Severn Beach. 

 

22nd GREEN-WINGED TEAL: One on the tide 

line at New Passage. JACK SNIPE: Three 

from Aust Warth. LESSER SPOTTED 

WOODPECKER: One over The Scop, 

Almondsbury. 

 

23rd GREEN-WINGED TEAL: One on the tide 

line at New Passage. JACK SNIPE: Four 

from Aust Warth. TWITE: One at Wharf 

Lodge, Aust. 

 

24th SHORT-EARED OWL: One south of Severn 

Beach. WATER PIPIT: One on Northwick 

Warth. STARLING: 8,000 at Oldbury 

Power Station. 

 

25th WATER PIPIT: One near Thornbury Yacht 

Club. 
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27th BLACK REDSTART: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. WATER PIPIT: One on Northwick 

Warth. 

 

29th BLACK REDSTART: Two at Oldbury Power 

Station. CETTI'S WARBLER: One at Pilning 

Wetland. RED-BREASTED MERGANSER: 

One off New Passage. WATER PIPIT: One 

at Oldbury Power Station. 

 

30th SHORT-EARED OWL: Two at Aust Warth. 

 

DECEMBER 

 

1st AVOCET: One in the Thornbury Sailing 

Club area at Oldbury. 

 

2nd BEWICK'S SWAN: Three at Pillhead Gout, 

Thornbury Yacht Club, Oldbury. 

MEDITERRANEAN GULL: Two in the 

Rushmead Lane area at Marshfield. 

 

3rd STARLING: C.8,000 at Oldbury Power 

Station. 

 

5th STARLING: C.10,000 at Oldbury Power 

Station. 

 

7th BLACK REDSTART: One at Oldbury Power 

Station. JACK SNIPE: One at Oldbury 

Power Station. 

 

9th WATER PIPIT: One on Northwick Warth. 

 

10th WATER PIPIT: One on Northwick Warth. 

 

11th NORDIC JACKDAW: One on Northwick 

Warth. WATER PIPIT: One on Northwick 

Warth. 

 

12th RED KITE: One over Goldcrest Way, 

Severn Beach. WATER PIPIT: One on 

Northwick Warth. 

 

13th TREE SPARROW: One at Shepperdine. 

 

15th WATER PIPIT: One on Northwick Warth. 

 

16th BEARDED TIT: A male at Grebe Pond, 

Pilning Wetland, Northwick Warth. 

MEDITERRANEAN GULL: One from New 

Passage. 

 

18th MEDITERRANEAN GULL: One from 

Severn Beach. 

 

19th JACK SNIPE: Seven at Aust Warth. 

 

20th TREE SPARROW: One at Shepperdine. 

 

21st TREE SPARROW: Three at Shepperdine. 

 

22nd TREE SPARROW: Two at Shepperdine. 

 

25th JACK SNIPE: Two south of Severn Beach. 

 

26th JACK SNIPE: Nine at Aust Warth. 

 

27th BRAMBLING: One at Shepperdine. JACK 

SNIPE: One south of Severn Beach. TREE 

SPARROW: Two at Shepperdine. 

 

28th BEWICK'S SWAN: Two from Aust Warth. 

 

29th JACK SNIPE: Four south of Severn Beach. 

One at Aust Warth. SHORT-EARED OWL: 

Three at New Pill, Severn Beach. 

 

30th BEWICK'S SWAN: Five at Severn Beach. 

 

31st JACK SNIPE: Two at Aust Warth. WATER 

PIPIT: One in the New Passage/ 

Northwick Warth area. 

 

 

©TBOSG S. Glos Diary 2014 
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THE S. GLOS LIST 
In 2014 exactly 200 species were logged which is about average for the recording area, with 

around fifteen forms seen in support. Though a fairly typical year count there were of 

course some pretty spectacular sightings. In addition to the Red-flanked Bluetail, an all too 

brief Red-footed Falcon, an afternoon only Red-necked Phalarope and a fly-over Red-

throated Pipit there was also Bearded Tit, Common Crane, Dotterel, Firecrest, Great Grey 

Shrike, Green-winged Teal, Hoopoe, Pectoral Sandpiper and Puffin. On the forms front, 

both Greenland Dunlin and Wheatear were seen along with a probable Icelandic Golden 

Plover, Nordic Jackdaw, Continental Jay and a probable Siberian Chiffchaff. 

 

There are now 320 birds on the S. Gloucestershire list 290 species and 30 forms. The 2014 

list can be found on page 93. 
 

NEW ADDITIONS TO THE S. GLOS LIST 

There was just one addition to the S. Gloucestershire list this year. It was of courseȣ2ÅÄ-

flanked Bluetail Tarsiger cyanurus: Shire Valley, Marshfield, S. Gloucestershire. A 1st winter 

male from February 3rd until March 9th 2014. Found by John Barnett. 

 

 
                                                                           Phil Gower 
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SYSTEMATIC LIST 
The S. Gloucestershire systematic list follows that of the BOU publication - A Checklist of 

Birds of Britain (8th edition) 2013. Each taxon is separately headed followed by the 

vernacular name, scientific name, total number of occurrences to end of 2013 in 

parentheses, total in 2014 and status in italics. All birds reported in 2014 are reviewed with 

full species in capitals, forms in lower case. 

 

SWANS 
MUTE SWAN  cygnus olor  

Fairly common resident 

Seen on a regular basis across the recording area but no significant counts. 

 

"%7)#+ȭ3 37!.  cygnus columbianus (Scarce) 10 

Scarce winter visitor 

A total of ten birds were seen altogether this year all in December. Three were seen at 11:45 

at Pillhead Gout just south-west of Thornbury Yacht Club, Oldbury on the 2nd. They were 

followed by two noted in flight upriver past Aust Warth in the afternoon on the 28th with 

five, three adults and two immature birds present at Severn Beach around 16:00 on the 

30th. 

 

GEESE 
BEAN GOOSE  anser fabilis (1) 0 

A wholly unconfirmed report of one seen on the R. Severn from Oldbury Power Station on 

November 2nd. 

 

EURASIAN WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE  anser albifrons (Scarce) 7 

Scarce winter visitor 

Just one sighting, seven were seen in flight past Aust Cliffs around 08:30 on March 10th. 
 

GREYLAG GOOSE  anser anser 

Uncommon introduced species 

The best this year was a flock of 30 calling birds that flew south over Oldbury Power Station 

at 07:15 on August 31st. 

 

CANADA GOOSE  branta canadensis 

Fairly common introduced species 

In September counts of 213 on the 1st and c.250 on the 2nd on Pilning Wetland represent 

the largest herds ever recorded in S. Gloucestershire. 
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BARNACLE GOOSE  branta leucopsis (C.160) 6 

Very scarce winter visitor 

A winter adult was mixing with Shelduck in the Northwick Warth/ Pilning Wetland area was 

first seen on February 21st, it remained in the area visiting Severn Beach and Aust Warth 

and was last seen in the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area on March 8th. A flock of five 

were seen in the evening on May 2nd in flight east-north-east over Gaunt's Earthcott. 

 

 
  Paul Bowerman 

 

DARK-BELLIED BRENT GOOSE  branta bernicla 

Uncommon winter visitor 

A flock of 17 lingering over the mid-morning high tide at Severn Beach on March 22nd 

represents the highest count this year. 

 

SHELDUCK  tadorna tadorna 

Fairly common resident 

The highest counts this year were 39 at Oldbury Power Station on February 16th and 160 in 

the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area on March 22nd. 

 

DUCKS 
MANDARIN  aix galericulata (Very scarce) 2 

Very scarce introduced resident 

Only one report this year of at least two, a male and female, present on Dodington Park 

Lakes, Dodington on January 4th. 

 

WIGEON  anus penelope 

Fairly common winter visitor 

The best we could muster this year was 700+ on November 8th in the New Passage/ 

Northwick Warth area and 264 at Oldbury Power Station on February 28th. 
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                                    Mark Coller 

 

GADWALL  anus strepera 

Passage migrant and resident in small numbers 

The largest count this year was 24 noted in the Northwick Warth/ Pilning Wetland area on 

February 21st and March 2nd. 

 

 
                                    Mark Coller 

 

COMMON TEAL  anus crecca 

Common migrant and winter visitor 

Two good counts of 700+ on November 23rd in the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area 

and c.290 in the Thornbury Yacht Club are on November 28th. 
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GREEN-WINGED TEAL  anus carolinensis (3) 2 

Very rare vagrant 

Possibly two birds this year, the first was a drake seen well from Aust Warth drifting upriver 

with Common Teal on March 31st at 08:35. Later in the year a winter male was found at 

14:00 on the tide line from New Passage on November 22nd and was still present on the 

23rd. 

 

  
  Mark Coller                                                                            Paul Bowerman 

 

MALLARD anus platyrynchos 

Resident 

Best counts were 130 in the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area on July 27th and 183 at 

Oldbury Power Station on November 9th. 

 

 
                                     Mark Coller 

 

PINTAIL  anus acuta 

Uncommon but annual in small numbers 

At Thornbury Yacht Club six were counted on January 11th. At Severn Beach four were seen 

in March and September with four in the Northwick Warth area also in September. 



P a g e  | 25 

 

 

GARGANEY  anus querquedula (c.90) 2 

Scarce passage migrant 

A male was present on Pilning Wetland on April 23rd and was joined by a second male on 

the 24th. Both remained on site on the 25th -26th with one present through to the 30th. 

 

 
                                 Karle Burfoot 

 

SHOVELER  anus clypeata 

Passage migrant and winter visitor 

Thirty-seven were seen on October 2nd in the New Passage/ Northwick Warth/ Pilning 

Wetland area making it the best count of the year. 

 

POCHARD  aythya farina 

Passage migrant and winter visitor 

A report of five on the Tidal Reservoir, Oldbury Power Station on January 25th and one on a 

couple of occasions in the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area in November. 

 

TUFTED DUCK  aythya fuligula 

Passage migrant and winter visitor 

Sixteen in the New Passage/ Northwick Warth/ Pilning Wetland on January 17th and 

February 7th but twenty -nine including twenty-three ducklings at Oldbury Power Station 

was by far the best count of the year. 

 

COMMON EIDER  somateria mollissima 

Uncommon migrant, storm driven 

A female found at dusk off Severn Beach on April 13th and another female also off Severn 

Beach on May 7th were our only representatives. 
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COMMON SCOTER  melanita nigra 

Uncommon migrant, storm driven 

One, a drake, at New Passage on April 4th, two female at Severn Beach on October 8th - 

9th and a female off New Passage on November 27th ×ÁÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÓÕÍ ÔÏÔÁÌȦ 

 

GOLDENEYE  bucephala clangula 

Uncommon migrant 

As in 2013, just one was reported from across the whole recording area. An individual was 

seen in the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area on November 13th. 

 

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER  mergus serrator (c.70) c.2 

Scarce winter visitor 

 

All reports this year were logged in 

November. A 'redhead' was seen at 

Oldbury Power Station on the 15th and 

presumably the same bird was reported 

at Littleton Warth later the same day. 

Then on the 29th a female was watched 

heading down river late morning off 

New Passage. 

 

 
Pete Hazelwood 

 

GOOSANDER  mergus merganser (c.170) 5 

Scarce winter visitor 

The first of the year was a male and female present on the R. Avon opposite Avon Valley CP 

in the afternoon on February 22nd. Next was a 'redhead' seen on the evening tide off 

Severn Beach on March 13th. Autumn brought the next, when a female type was seen in 

flight north -east from the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area on September 18th and 

finally the year was rounded out with a drake in the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area on 

November 10th - 11th. 

 

GAME 
RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE  alectoris rufa 

Resident, greatly enhanced by released birds 

Huge numbers, several thousand ÁÒÅ ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅÄ ÅÁÃÈ ÙÅÁÒ ÆÏÒ ȬÓÈÏÏÔÉÎÇȭ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅÓȟ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ 

which can be found in fields north of the A420 at Marshfield. 
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GREY PARTRIDGE  perdix perdix 

Resident, now very scarce and declining 

As in 2013, just one report this year! A single bird was seen by Bristol Ornithological Club 

members in the Tormarton area on July 26th. Almost extinct in S. Gloucestershire 

nowadays these birds are best looked for on the Cotswold Plateaux. 

 

COMMON PHEASANT phasianus colchicus 

Resident, greatly enhanced by released birds 

Numbers ÁÇÁÉÎ ÂÏÌÓÔÅÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅÄ ÂÉÒÄÓ ÆÏÒ ȬÓÈÏÏÔÉÎÇȭ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅÓ seemed to have reached 

epidemic proportions this year especially in the Marshfield area. 

 

QUAIL  coturnix coturnix 

Passage migrant and scarce summer visitor 

An extremely poor showing this year! Reports come from the Marshfield stronghold as 

expected, but there was one exception. 

 

The first reported was in May on the 27th when one was heard calling from the long grass 

on the perimeter of Filton Airfield at the Fishpool Hill end at Brentry. The second and only 

other report was of one heard calling over three days on the south side of Shirehill Lane, 

Marshfield in the evenings generally from the 15th - 17th. 

 
Quail bird days 2014 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

    1  3      4 

 

SEABIRDS 
FULMAR  fulmarus glacialis 

Uncommon storm driven 

All reports this year are from the Severnside patch: Three in February, fifteen in May 

including at least seven on the 10th and one in August. 

 

MANX SHEARWATER  puffinus puffinus 

Uncommon, usually storm driven 

An extremely slow year for this species with the only sightings coming from the Severnside 

patch. Just three were seen during May. 
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STORM PETREL  hydrobates pelagicus (c.210) c.8 

Scarce, usually storm driven 

All sightings this year were from Severn Beach and kicked off with one seen approximately 

200 metres out in the estuary at 18:20 on May 10th. Another single bird flew south-west 

past at 16:25 on the 11th with another in the evening on the 12th. None then until August 

when a moulting adult was seen well in Burger Bar Bay on the 11th and at least four were 

reported from the sea walls on the 12th. 

 

 
  Dan White 

 

GANNET  morus bassanus 

Uncommon, usually storm driven 

Just eight birds recorded in 2014, the first a single bird in February off New Passage. Seven 

were logged in May from the 7th ɀ 12th with a maximum of three on the 10th again from 

Severn Beach. 

 

CORMORANT  phalacrocorax carbo 

Fairly common resident and winter visitor 

Two counts of any significance, ten were counted at Oldbury Power Station on September 

28th and six from Severn Beach on October 7th. 

 

HERONS 
LITTLE EGRET  egretta garzetta  

Uncommon resident 

The status of Little Egret in S. Gloucestershire has changed significantly over the years since 

the first record in May 1993. They have been seen in every subsequent year since then and 

now in every month too. Future reference to this species then will be limited to the highest 

counts, so, a staggering 14 were seen in fields opposite Naite Farm, Oldbury Naite on 

January 19th constituting the highest count for this species. On Severnside at least eight 

were seen on August 1st in the Northwick Warth/ Pilning Wetland area. 

 



P a g e  | 29 

 

 

GREY HERON  ardea cinerea 

Fairly common resident 

Noted right across the recording area with the best counts coming from Oldbury Power 

Station where eight were seen on October 31st, seven on September 7th and December 

27th at Severn Beach. (C.30 at the Heronry at Hanham) 

 

SPOONBILL  platalea leucorodia  (c.20) 1 

Rare vagrant 

Just the one this year which was watched as it flew west over New Passage and across the 

river in the evening at 18:15 on March 27th. 

 

COMMON CRANE  grus grus (c.24) c.12 

Very rare vagrant 

In April and presumably from the 'Great Crane Project': Three were seen by two observers 

on the 9th in flight and being mobbed by Sparrowhawk in the Castle Farm area at 

Marshfield at 11:50 and represents the first record for the Marshfield patch. The following 

day all three were relocated in fields between Oldbury Power Station and Shepperdine at 

10:30 for twenty minutes before heading north-east.  

 

Also in April seven birds were noisy visitors over-flying Lagoon III at Oldbury Power Station 

at 16:20 and heading south-west on the 25th and a further two flew upriver past Oldbury 

Power Station at 17:00 on the 27th. In May one was seen circling high over Kingswood, 

Bristol at 11:25 on the 4th before departing north-north-east and in September an unringed 

individual was seen in flight over Pilning Wetland and New Passage at 10:45 before 

departing south-west on the 22nd. 

 

 
                            Paul Bowerman 
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GREBES 
LITTLE GREBE  tachybaptus ruficollis 

Uncommon breeding resident 

Present but geneally in small numbers. However, on September 9th a massive 19 

(Nineteen) were counted on Pilning Wetland ɀ a S. Glos record count! 

 

 
   TBOSG 

 

GREAT CRESTED GREBE  podiceps cristatus 

Uncommon resident 

As with Little Grebe, they are present but generally in small numbers. Best count was two 

at Oldbury Power Station on May 28th, in fact the only count! 

 

RAPTORS 
RED KITE  milvus milvus (c.150) c.45 

Scarce passage migrant 

2014 was a pretty good year for this species in S. Gloucestershire with over forty bird days 

recorded. 

 

FEBRUARY: One in the Shire Valley, Marshfield on the 16th. MARCH: One flew over 

Woodlands Lane, Winterbourne in the morning on the 5th, one in flight to the north over 

Thornbury at 14:10 on the 11th, one over Rushmead Farm at around 14:00 on the 17th then 

drifted over the back of Orchid Lane and off towards West Littleton, one in flight over 

Staple Hill at 12:20 on the 20th, one at Lower Knole Farm, Almondsbury at 08:30 heading 

north-east and one presumed the same, two kilometres east of Oldbury Power Station 

along Hill Lane at 10:30 on the 29th. APRIL: Four sightings on the 2nd; The first over the 

M48 east of Aust at 12:10, one was watched being mobbed by gulls at Coalpit Heath at 12:15, 

one over The Mall at Cribbs Causeway at 15:00 and finally one over Rudgeway at 15:15. One 

in flight heading north-west over Wiltshire Avenue, Yate at 10:30 on the 8th, one at 16:15 on 

the 13th drifting over Rushmead Lane, Marshfield and one over Chipping Sodbury Common 

on the 17th. MAY: One, possibly two on the 18th, the first drifting over Thornbury at 12:25 
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heading west towards the R. Severn the second over Codrington at the same time also 

heading west, two birds on the 19th, the first over Iron Acton late morning, the second over 

Mangotsfield at 12:40, six possibly seven birds on the 21st (five possibly six birds in the air 

together) over a field being harvested for silage at Lower Hamswell and another single bird 

over Severn Beach at 11:40, one over Northfield Lane and Marshfield village at 14:00 on the 

26th and one over Oldland Common at 17:30 on the 30th. JUNE: One in the Shire Valley, 

Marshfield on the 7th, one from a moving vehicle over fields at the west end of Marshfield 

north of the A420 on the 9th, two were logged at 10:00 heading south over Golden Valley 

LNR, Wick on the 23rd and one over the farm shop at Tortworth at lunchtime on the 28th. 

JULY: One over Chipping Sodbury early with the same or another in flight over a garden in 

Olveston heading towards Tockington and the A38 around 12:30, on the 13th a 'very tatty'  

individual over Chipping Sodbury Common on the 16th, one in trees at Shirehill Pond at mid-

day on the 20th drifted west and was relocated low over Rushmead Lane at 12:20. AUGUST:   

One drifting over the A46 at Petty France on the 28th. SEPTEMBER: One at 13:00 in the New 

Passage/ Northwick Warth area on the 14th, one in flight over Yate at 14:50 on the 15th. 

OCTOBER: One distantly on the 28th north of Rushmead Lane, Marshfield and was watched 

continuing north where it was lost to view. DECEMBER: One in flight over Goldcrest Way, 

Severn Beach around 12:30 on the 12th. Additionally, one over the Cross Hands Hotel at Old 

Sodbury on four occasions in June and July. 

 
Red Kite bird days 2014 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

 1 6 7 14 7 6 1 2 1  1 46 

 

 
  TBOSG 

 

MARSH HARRIER  circus aeruginosus (37) 5 

Rare visitor and passage migrant 

Five individuals were reported this year, the first arrived in April when one was seen around 

Lagoon II at Oldbury Power Station at 19:30 on the 15th. It was mobbed by corvids before 

heading inland. An immature/ female lingered on Pilning Wetland in the afternoon on April 
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29th, a female was seen over the sheep fields at Aust at 12:10 on June 10th again being 

mobbed by corvids before heading inland, a juvenile flew north-east over Pilning Wetland 

towards Aust at 10:20 on August 2nd and a probable 2nd calendar male, was seen on 

September 16th about a kilometre west of J18 of the M4 low down and heading south. 

 

 

 
    Dan White 

 

HEN HARRIER  circus cyaneus (c.45) 1 

Rare visitor and passage migrant 

One was reported as seen from a moving vehicle at 11:45 flying along the hedge of the A38 

at Alveston on May 23rd. 

 

GOSHAWK  accipiter gentiles (c.40) 5 

Rare visitor and passage migrant, has bred 

The first of five sightings came from Lower Woods on Inglestone Common when two were 

reported over on April 3rd, one drifted slowly east over Kingsgate Park at Yate at 16:30 on 

April 21st and one was reported in thermals over Northwick Warth at mid-day on August 

31st. On September 9th a probable female was seen east of Rushmead Lane over fields 

south of Shirehill Lane at around 15:45. Also on the 9th the same or another was seen in the 

Hinton Hill area east of Hinton Village at around 17:45 where it was noted lifting of a fence 

post and heading towards Dyrham. 

 

SPARROWHAWK  accipiter nisus 

Resident 

Regularly seen across the recording area.  
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COMMON BUZZARD  buteo buteo 

Resident 

Seen in good numbers across the region. 

 

OSPREY  pandion haliaetus (c.35) 2 

Rare passage migrant 

One was reported perched around the Blue Lodge Estate, Siston on August 26th before 

departing south-west and a second spent five minutes circling over the Northfield Lane, 

Marshfield at 10:40 on September 8th before drifting south-east over Marshfield church 

where it was lost to view. 
 

 
                                    Len Ingram 
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  TBOSG 

 

 
  Dan White 
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  Simon Williams 

 

RED-FOOTED FALCON  falco vespertinus (1) 1 

Extremely rare vagrant 

An adult female was found on Northwick Warth at 10:50 on October 15th. It was seen 

perched in a 'tree' near the second Sentry Box before flying towards Pilning Wetland but 

despite an extensive search it could not be relocated. (See a full account in the articles 

section below) 

 

COMMON KESTREL  falco tinnunculus 

Resident 

A promising year for this species with good numbers reported across the recording area. At 

least ten were present in the Marshfield area much of the year. 

 

MERLIN  falco columbarius 

Passage migrant and winter visitor 

An early bird was seen flying low down river at Oldbury Power Station at 10:30 on August 

30th. The latest date was one on Pilning Wetland on April 6th. 

 

HOBBY  falco subbuteo 

Passage migrant and summer visitor 

First: Was seen in the Shire Valley at Marshfield on June 7th. 

Last: Noted on September 28th a kilometre inland from Oldbury Power Station. 

 

PEREGRINE  falco peregrinus 

Resident 

Breeding was confirmed at several S. Gloucestershire locations again this year. 



P a g e  | 36 

 

 

RAILS AND CRAKES 
WATER RAIL  rallus aquaticus 

Uncommon resident 

Present but not in large numbers generally however, seven were at least heard at Oldbury 

Power Station on February 16th. Three was the highest count from Pilning Wetland on 

November 23rd. 

 

MOORHEN  gallinula chloropus 

Fairly common breeding resident 

The best count this year and slightly down on 2013 was 12 seen in the Pilning Wetland/ 

Northwick Warth area on November 23rd. 

 

COOT  fulcia atra 

Fairly common breeding resident 

Breeding was again confirmed at several locations across the recording area. The highest 

count was thirty noted in the Northwick Warth/ Pilning Wetland area on January 4th. 

 

WADERS 
OYSTERCATCHER haemantopus ostralegus 

Fairly common resident 

The best we could muster this year was a very creditable 167 in the New Passage/ 

Northwick Warth area on December 12th. 

 

AVOCET  recurvirostra avosetta (c.110) c.35 

Very scarce passage migrant and winter visitor 

A very good year for this species in S. Glos in 2014 including the highest ever count. 

Sightings kicked off with one on the foreshore on Northwick Warth from New Passage on 

March 15th which relocated to Oldbury Power Station the following day. A massive 25 

(twenty -five) were seen in the Northwick/ Aust Warth area (two combined flocks of twelve 

and thirteen in the Cake Pill area) before heading on upriver on March 30th. Then eight 

were noted at Shepperdine at 19:30 on March 31st. In June two were seen on the 1st in the 

New Passage/ Pilning Wetland area at 08:55 and then in flight, calling before heading south. 

Later in the year four were watched at low tide from the footpath at Shepperdine on 

September 3rd with a further two in the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area until dusk on 

September 8th. Lastly one put in an appearance at Thornbury Sailing Club, Oldbury on 

December 1st. 
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   Darren Roberts 

 

LITTLE RINGED PLOVER  charadrius dubius 

Very scarce passage migrant 

The first returning bird was seen in the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area on March 27th, 

the last to depart was from Pilning Wetland on September 27th and the highest count was 

seven, including two juveniles in the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area on July 5th. 

 

 
  Paul Bowerman 

 

RINGED PLOVER  charadrius hiaticula 

Fairly common passage migrant and winter visitor 

Ringed Plover numbers reached their maximum on August 23rd with 170 at Severn Beach. 
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DOTTEREL  charadrius morinellus (30) 2 

Rare passage migrant 

Two reports this year the first was amazingly heard calling as it flew over the observers 

home at Pilning at 09:45 on September 14th. A second individual was both seen and heard 

at 08:15 at Oldbury Power Station before flying west towards Chepstow on September 

25th. The latter represents the latest date for this species in S. Glos and a first for OPS. 

 

GOLDEN PLOVER  pluvialis apricaria 

Fairly common passage migrant and winter visitor 

High count this year was a flock in excess of 300 on November 6th a Marshfield. 

 

Icelandic Golden Plover  pluvialis apricaria altifrons (0) 1 

Very rare passage migrant 

 

An interesting summer plumaged adult 

Golden Plover was present in the New 

Passage/ Northwick Warth/ Pilning 

Wetland area from July 13th - 22nd. 

 

It was putatively believed to be showing 

some characteristics of the form 

Pluvialis apricaria altifrons  Icelandic 

Golden Plover.  

 

Although the call and underwing coverts 

matched that of European Golden 

Plover the structure and plumage 

variations more closely aligned to this 

northern form. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Brian Lancastle 

 

GREY PLOVER  pluvialis squatarola 

Uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor 

The best figures were 11 in the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area on October 12th. 
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LAPWING  vanellus vanellus 

Fairly common passage migrant and winter visitor 

Highest counts this year come from Oldbury Power Station with 620 on January 9th and 

0ver 400 in the Pilning Wetland area on December 20th. 

 

 
  TBOSG 

 

 
   Brian Lancastle 
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KNOT  calidris canutus 

Uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor 

6ÉÇÉÌÁÎÃÅ ÐÁÉÄ ÏÆÆ ÏÎ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ΣΪÔÈ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÈÉÇÈÅÓÔ ÃÏÕÎÔ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÅÄȟ ΧΡ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

New Passage/ Northwick Warth area. The highest ever count of Knot is 500+ seen at Severn 

Beach on September 28th 1960. 

 

SANDERLING  calidris alba 

Uncommon passage migrant 

First:  March 23rd at Shepperdine. 

Last: 27th September in the Northwick Warth/ Pilning Wetland area. 

Highest Count: 36 on May 24th at Severn Beach. 
 

 
  Paul Bowerman 

 

LITTLE STINT  calidris minuta 

Very scarce passage migrant 

The first appeared on the 9th September in the Pilning Wetland/ Northwick Warth/ New 

Passage area, numbers peaked at seven on September 18th in the same area and the latest 

noted was on November 13th also in the Northwick Warth area. 

 

PECTORAL SANDPIPER  calidris melanotos (7) 1 

Very rare transatlantic vagrant 

A juvenile/ 1st winter was located on the shoreline in the New Passage/ Northwick Warth 

area at 16:00 on September 21st and was present until at least the 30th. It represents the 

latest date for this transatlantic vagrant for S. Glos. 
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  Mark Coller 

 

CURLEW SANDPIPER  calidris ferruginea 

Scarce passage migrant 

Passage this year started in June with a summer adult on the Pilning Wetland on the 3rd, 

numbers peaked at nine on September 21st also in the Pilning Wetland/ Northwick Warth 

area and the latest date noted was October 11th from the same area. 

 

A colour ringed/ flagged Curlew Sandpiper 

Ȱ%%0ȱ seen here at New Passage on 

September 16th was ringed on September 

3rd 2014 at Revtangen Ornithological 

Station, Klepp, SW Norway some 950 

kilometres away. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Paul Bowerman 
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PURPLE SANDPIPER  calidris maritime (c.250) 4 

Very scarce passage migrant and winter visitor 

Although there were four reports this year they probably all relate to the same individual. 

On that basis, one was seen on January 11th on Shaft Rocks at Severn Beach and was next 

seen with Turnstone at Severn Beach on January 26th. Missing until February it was once 

again located at Severn Beach on the 7th - 8th and the 21st - 23rd. Finally one was reported 

lingering with Turnstone 300 metres south of the Severn Crossing at Severn Beach on 

March 25th. 

 

 
   Paul Bowerman 

 

THE DUNLIN COMPLEX IN S. GLOS. 

There are three races of Dunlin that regularly occur in the UK, schinzii, alpina and arctica. 

 

DUNLIN  calidris alpina schinzii 

Passage migrant and winter visitor 

Breeds in the UK, Iceland, southern Scandinavia and Western Europe. Winters mainly in 

West Africa and generally is intermediate in bill length and rufous colouration of the 

upperparts. Highest count this year was c.2,400 logged at New Passage in January. 

 

Northern Dunlin  calidris alpina alpina 

Passage migrant and winter visitor 

Breeds in western Siberia, winters in the UK, Western Europe and the Mediterranean and 

generally is the longest billed with the brightest upperparts. At least one probably this form 

was seen on Severnside on May 27th. 
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Greenland Dunlin  calidris alpina arctica (c.15) 1 

Rare passage migrant. 

Breeds in north-east Greenland and Svalbard. Winters in West Africa. 

One was seen at Severn Beach in the afternoon on May 24th. 

 

RUFF  philomachus pugnax 

Scarce passage migrant 

The first this year was seen at Severn Beach on April 5th, the highest count was six on 

September 16th in the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area and the latest date was 

October 11th in the same area. 

 

 
  Paul Bowerman 

 

JACK SNIPE  lymnocryptes minimus 

Scarce passage migrant and winter visitor 

 

FIRST WINTER PERIOD: 

JANUARY: One at Oldbury Power Station around Lagoon III on the 4th; Five on Yate 

Common at lunchtime on the 8th also on the 12th; One on Littleton Warth on the 17th; Four 

on Northwick Warth on the 18th - 19th; One on Pilning Wetland on the 27th. MARCH: One at 

Severn Beach on pools near the railway line on the 16th. 

 

SECOND WINTER PERIOD: 

SEPTEMBER: Two in the Northwick Warth/ Pilning Wetland area on the 26th - 27th. 

OCTOBER: One from Aust Warth on the 7th and from Aust and Northwick Warth's on the 

12th; Two on Northwick Warth 'flashes' on the 16th; Six: Three from both the New Passage/ 

Northwick Warth area and Aust Warth on the 17th; Nine at Aust Warth and another in the 



P a g e  | 44 

 

 

New Passage/ Northwick Warth area on the 19th; Three on the 26th, one from Aust Warth 

and two flushed on Yate Common. NOVEMBER: Three on Aust Warth on the 9th & 22nd, 

one on the 10th & 12th, six on the 15th, four on the 23rd. DECEMBER: One flushed from 

Lagoon III, Oldbury Power Station on the 7th; Seven were logged at Aust Warth on the 

19th; Two were flushed from the salt marsh south of Severn Beach on 25th; Nine were 

flushed from the salt marsh at Aust Warth on the 26th with one on the 29th and two on the 

31st; One was flushed from the salt marsh south of Severn Beach on the 27th with four on 

the 29th. 
Jack Snipe bird days 2014 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

21  1      4 25 18 27 96 

 

COMMON SNIPE  gallinago gallinago 

Fairly common passage migrant and winter visitor 

The high counts this year were near matched with 44 on January 2nd flushed from the wet 

area of Lagoon III at Oldbury Power Station and 45 on December 26th from at Aust Warth. 

 

WOODCOCK  scolopax rusticola 

Very scarce winter visitor 

Just three were reported this year, one at Marshfield and two from the Severnside patch! 

 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT limosa limosa limosa 

Very rare passage migrant 

This, the nominate form, is a very rare passage migrant and is likely to be encountered at 

coastal sites in spring and autumn. 

 

 
  Paul Bowerman 
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Icelandic Black-tailed Godwit limosa limosa islandica 

Scarce passage migrant more numerous in autumn  

Most if not all of the Black-tailed Godwits seen in our area are of this form. A good count of 

c.80 was logged at Oldbury Power Station on October 18th but the highest count was 224 

on September 20th in the New Passage/ Northwick Warth/ Pilning Wetland area. 

 

The bird above was ringed as an adult male in Iceland in April 2012 and was subsequently 

seen at; Grafarvogur, Reykjavík, SW Iceland on April 21st 2012. Vatnsholt, Grímsnes, 

Árnessýsla, S Iceland on July 20th 2012. Vatnsholt, Grímsnes, Árnessýsla, S Iceland on June 

5th and July 3rd 2013. Landje van Geijsel, Ouderkerk aan de Amstel, Noord Holland, W 

Netherlands between February 18th and March 4th 2014. Uitgeesterbroekpolder, Uitgeest, 

Noord Holland, W Netherland from March 5th - 10th 2014. Pilning Wetland, South 

Gloucestershire, SW England on July 26the 2014. Parc Ornithologique du Marquenterre, 

Somme, N France on July 28th 2014. 

 

BAR-TAILED GODWIT  limosa lapponica 

Uncommon passage migrant 

ThÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ highest count of 32 comes from Severn Beach on April 19th. 

 

 
  Paul Bowerman 

 

WHIMBREL  numenius phaeopus 

Uncommon passage migrant 

First:  April 12th at Oldbury Power Station. 

Last:  October 19th on Aust Warth the latest date for this species in S. Glos. 

Highest count: Fifty-five on May 2nd in the Northwick Warth area. 

 

CURLEW  numenius arquata 

Passage migrant and winter visitor 

An impressive 655 were counted at Oldbury Power Station on January 2nd roosting on 

Lagoon III. 
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SPOTTED REDSHANK  tringa erythropus (c.95) 3 

Very scarce passage migrant 

A summer adult was photographed on Pilning Wetland around 12:30 on July 19th where it 

lingered just long enough to get some decent photos and a short video clip before flying 

high south-west during a break in the rain. A second individual was found on Chestle Pill, 

Northwick Warth in the evening on July 31st and a late bird was located on Pilning Wetland 

on September 14th. 

 

 
  Paul Bowerman 

 

COMMON REDSHANK  tringa totanus 

Fairly common passage migrant and winter visitor 

The best result this year was clinched in the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area on 

November 21st when more than 200 individuals were noted. 

 

Icelandic Redshank  tringa totanus robusta 

Very scarce passage migrant and winter visitor 

Breeding in Iceland and The Faeroes the form robusta is the largest race to occur regularly 

in the UK where it is seen on passage heading for north-west Europe to winter. 

 

GREENSHANK  tringa nebularia 

Uncommon passage migrant and scarce winter visitor 

April 6th it was this year when the first individuals were located on Pilning Wetland and 

Oldbury Power Station respectively. The highest count was three in the New Passage/ 

Northwick Warth area on August 26th, 29th and September 2nd and the last was seen 

between the Thornbury Yacht Club and Pillhead Gout on Littleton Warth on October 11th. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aw1Mawz0Wew&feature=youtu.be
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GREEN SANDPIPER  tringa ochropus 

Uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor 

June 27th saw the first of the year, the most (2) on August 18th - 19th both on Pilning 

Wetland, the last was on November 13th in the Northwick Warth area. 

 

 
                  Vic Savery 
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WOOD SANDPIPER  tringa glareola (20) 6 

Rear passage migrant 

The best year ever for this elegant wader in S. Glos which included the highest count (3), 

the longest staying and the latest date recorded! Events kicked off in July when two were 

present on Pilning Wetland, New Passage from the 24th - 27th. They were joined by a third 

bird on the 28th and all three were present until at least August 4th. In August two birds 

were seen on the 5th - 7th. Later in the month a juvenile/ 1st winter was seen in the New 

Passage/ Northwick Warth flashes area on the 28th - 30th and an adult was seen on Pilning 

Wetland/ Northwick Warth briefly before departing south-west with Common Redshank on 

ÔÈÅ ΥΣÓÔȢ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒȭÓ ÊÕÖÅÎÉÌÅȾ ΣÓÔ ×ÉÎÔÅÒ ×ÁÓ ÓÅÅÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 0ÉÌÎÉÎÇ 7ÅÔÌÁÎÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ΣÓÔ - 

8th. 

 

COMMON SANDPIPER  actitis hypoleucos 

Uncommon passage migrant and winter visitor 

First arrivals were noted on April 15th at Severn Beach, they peaked at ten in the Northwick 

Warth/ Pilning Wetland area on July 16th and were last seen on November 1st at Oldbury 

Power Station. 

 

TURNSTONE  arenaria interpres 

Fairly common passage migrant and winter visitor 

The highest count this year was 175 on March 8th at Severn Beach. 

 

 
   Paul Bowerman 
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RED-NECKED PHALAROPE  phalaropus lobatus (1) 1 

Rare passage migrant 

A juvenile/ 1st winter was present for just a couple of hours on Pilning Wetland, New 

Passage on August 18th. It was last seen heading high to the east at 19:55. This report  

represents just the second time that Red-necked Phalarope has occurred in S. Glos. The first 

was at Severn Beach on October 8th 2001. 

 

SKUAS 
POMARINE SKUA  stercorarius pomarinus (c.220) c.14 

Scarce - generally storm driven 

All reports this year are from Severn Beach in May. On the 8th a pale morph sporting full 

'spoons' was seen for ten minutes between 15:55 and 16:05. The following day five were 

logged in a single flock. On the 10th a flock of seven pale morph birds were seen heading 

north-east between 19:00 and 19:30 and four were watched in the evening on the 11th. 

 

ARCTIC SKUA  stercorarius parasiticus  

Uncommon - generally storm driven 

Not a great year for this species with just ten birds called.  

 

APRIL: Two dark morphs high upriver off Severn Beach at 10:05 on the 21st. MAY: A dark 

morph off Severn Beach around 10:50 on the 6th; Two, one pale and one dark morph 

upriver from Severn Beach on the 7th; One flew north-east past Severn Beach on the 11th. 

JUNE: Three, two dark and one pale morph south from Severn Beach at 07:55 on the 27th. 

SEPTEMBER: One south from New Passage at 13:30 on the 14th. 

 
Arctic Skua bird days in 2014 

Location Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Totals 

Severn 

Beach 

   2 4 3       9 

New 

Passage 

        1    1 

Totals    2 4 3   1    10 

 

GREAT SKUA  stercorarius skua 

Scarce - storm driven 

The earliest this year was seen at Oldbury Power Station on February 9th, the latest was 

also recorded there on October 15th. The highest count, five, was noted at Severn Beach on 

February 12th. 
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AUKS 
GUILLEMOT  uria aalge 

Scarce generally storm driven 

First encountered on January 11th when one drifted up river off Severn Beach at 13:30 and 

the highest count was eight including some in breeding plumage on February 9th also from 

Severn Beach. One ventured as far north as Oldbury Power Station on February 15th flew 

upriver close to the shore and the last of the year was February 20th again from Severn 

Beach. Oddest though was one seen on the Little River Avon near the Huntingdon 

Engineering Works around ST: 723 929on February 11th. It represents the first inland record 

of this marine species! 

 

 
   Paul Bowerman 

 

RAZORBILL  alca torda 

Scarce generally storm driven 

Sea watching from Severn Beach on February 8th ɀ 9th produced the only sightings! 

 

 
   Dan White 

 

PUFFIN  fratercula artica (5) 1 

Very rare - storm driven 

A presumed winter adult was seen on February 9th off Severn Beach and New Passage mid-

afternoon. This is the first reported from the S. Glos recording area for twelve years! 



P a g e  | 51 

 

 

TERNS 
SANDWICH TERN  sterna sandvicensis 

Uncommon passage migrant 

The only report this year was of three seen off Severn Beach on April 4th. 

 

COMMON TERN  sterna hirundo 

Uncommon passage migrant 

An exceptionally early bird was seen very well at Oldbury Power Station on March 30th as it 

went upriver at 08:30. This occurrence constitutes the earliest at OPS by 17 days and 

earliest S. Glos record. The highest count was of just eight birds on May 10th off Severn 

Beach and the last to be seen was on August 14th in the from New Passage/ Northwick 

Warth/ Pilning Wetland area. 

 

ARCTIC TERN  sterna paradisaea 

Uncommon passage migrant 

All sightings this year were in spring with Severn Beach taking the credits. First up was a 

flock of sixteen on April 20th, numbers peaked at twenty-three on May 10th and passage 

petered out on May 11th. 

 

LITTLE TERN  sterna albifrons 

Scarce passage migrant  

In a year with just two reports the first was a presumed adult seen off Severn Beach at 

09:00, at New Passage at 09:05 with the same or another at Severn Beach at 11:15 on May 

6th. The last was one north-east past Severn Beach early morning on May 11th. 

 

BLACK TERN  chlidonias niger 

Very scarce passage migrant 

Just one report, a single bird feeding over the surface of the Grebe Pond on Northwick 

Warth early morning on September 10th. 

 

GULLS 
MEDITERRANEAN GULL  larus melanocephalus 

Scarce generally summer visitor 

With the exception of March and April Mediterranean Gull was recorded in every month.  

 

JANUARY: One on Pilning Wetland on the 12th. FEBRUARY: Two adults at New Passage on 

the 9th; An adult and a 1st winter at Severn Beach on the 23rd. MAY: A 1st summer at 

Severn Beach on the 10th. JUNE: An adult in the Washingpool Farm area, Easter Compton 
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around 12:30 on the 19th; One from Severn Beach on the 27th. JULY: A summer adult past 

Shepperdine on the 6th; An adult on Northwick Warth on the 19th and 22nd; A juvenile on 

Pilning Wetland on the 27th. AUGUST: A juvenile in the New Passage/ Northwick Warth/ 

Pilning Wetland area on the 3rd - 4th, 10th, 12th - 13th & 20th. SEPTEMBER: A 1st winter in 

the New Passage/ Northwick Warth area on the 12th. OCTOBER: A winter adult in fields 

from Down Road, Marshfield on the 31st. Sporting a green leg ring our research suggests 

French origins. NOVEMBER: A 1st winter in fields from Down Road, Marshfield on the 2nd;   

A winter adult at New Passage on the 10th. DECEMBER: A winter adult in fields opposite 

Harcombe Farm, Marshfield and a 1st winter in fields from Rushmead Lane, Marshfield on 

the 2nd; An adult was reported from New Passage on December 16th and Severn Beach on 

the 18th. 
Mediterranean Gull bird days in 2014 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

1 4   1 2 4 6 1 1 2 4 26 

 

 

 
   TBOSG 

 

LITTLE GULL  hydrocoloeus minutes 

Scarce passage migrant 

Very slow progress started on February 9th with an adult at Severn Beach, next was a 

single bird surface feeding and sat on the Tidal Reservoir at Oldbury Power Station for an 

hour at dusk before departing upriver on April 16th. Then none for the rest of the year! 
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 Paul Bowerman 

 

BLACK-HEADED GULL  chriococephalus ridibundus 

Common migrant and winter visitor 

Three counts of 500+ from Oldbury Power Station in July and October and Marshfield in 

December were the best we could muster. 

 

COMMON GULL  larus canus 

Common migrant and winter visitor 

A massive 2,500 plus birds were present at Marshfield in December. 

 

 
 TBOSG 

 

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL  larus fuscus graellsii 

Common migrant and winter visitor 

Regularly encountered in the S. Glos area but no significant counts this year. 
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Continental Lesser Black-backed Gull  larus fuscus intermedius 

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant 

Though annual in small numbers in S. Gloucestershire, this form is probably overlooked 

especially in non-adult plumage. 

 

HERRING GULL  larus argentatus argenteus 

Common passage migrant, winter visitor and breeding resident 

Regularly encountered in S. Glos, around 100 were logged at Marshfield in October. 

 

Scandinavian Herring Gull  larus argentatus argentatus 

Scarce winter visitor and passage migrant 

As with Continental Lesser Black-backed Gull this form is annual in small numbers in S. 

Gloucestershire but again probably overlooked. 

 

YELLOW-LEGGED GULL  larus michahellis 

Scarce  visitor 

Just two encounters this year; A juvenile was seen on Pilning Wetland on July 28th and a 1st 

winter was present along the front of Northwick Warth on September 4th. 

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL  larus marinus 

Uncommon passage migrant, winter visitor and breeding resident 

A very good count of ten in various plumages on the Tidal Reservoir at Oldbury Power 

Station on December 23rd. 

 

KITTIWAKE  rissa tridactyla 

Uncommon storm driven 

A flock of at least 150 were noted off Severn Beach on February 9th. And OPS had probably 

its best day for this species (the same date) when around 180 were logged during the day. 

 

 
  Paul Bowerman 

 

 


